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AN ORDINANCE

AMENDING THE LAKEWOOD ZONING CODE BY REPEALING AND REPLACING
ARTICLES 1, 2,4 AND 5 OF TITLE 17 OF THE LAKEWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, the City of Lakewood (the “City”) is a home rule city of the state of
Colorado with full authority to legislate in matters of local concern including zoning and
land use matters;

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City recently adopted, and the City
Council recently approved, Envision Lakewood 2040 as the City’s Comprehensive Plan,
in part to guide development and redevelopment within the City;

WHEREAS, Envision Lakewood 2040 includes Future Land Use Elements that
provide guidance on the desired future land use patterns and building forms for areas of
the City;

WHEREAS, at the August 11, 2025, regular meeting of the City Council where
this ordinance was considered at first reading, the City Council amended Ordinance
2025-27 to reflect an intent that the proposed zoning code be considered in four sections,
rather than one, to allow for a more thorough public review and engagement process of
the entire zoning code;

WHEREAS, the other three sections of the fully revised zoning code shall be
considered in three additional ordinances to be identified as:

1. 0-2025-27: AMENDING THE LAKEWOOD ZONING CODE BY REPEALING AND
REPLACING ARTICLES 6-14 OF TITLE 17 OF THE LAKEWOOD MUNICIPAL
CODE

2. 0-2025-29: AMENDING THE LAKEWOOD ZONING CODE BY REPEALING AND
REPLACING ARTICLE 3 OF TITLE 17 OF THE LAKEWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE

3. 0-2025-30: AMENDING THE LAKEWOOD ZONING CODE BY REPEALING THE
EXISTING ZONING MAP, REPLACING IT WITH THE NEW ZONING MAP, AND
REZONING PROPERTIES THEREBY

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that amending Articles 1, 2, 4
and 5 of Title 17 of the Lakewood Municipal Code (the “Zoning Code”) is a legislative
function as recognized by Colorado law and such amendments are therefore not subject
to any requirement for individualized notice to specific property owners;

WHEREAS, the City created a robust engagement process to gather public input
on the proposed changes to the Zoning Code which included:

A. The creation of a digital engagement platform on Lakewood Together to track
all Zoning Code updates, touchpoints, polling, discussions, questions, and
more;



0-2025-28
Page 2

B. Articles, news stories, reports, and/or write-ups in Looking@Lakewood, Friday
Reports, Lakewood Together newsletters, the Jeffco Transcript, registered
organizations’ newsletters, Nextdoor.com, and the “YourHub” section of the
Denver Post;

C. At least twenty (20) posts on social media (Facebook, Instagram, X, LinkedIn,
YouTube);

D. Numerous neighborhood and business association meetings, and other in-
person community events;

E. A Planning Commission study session on February 19, 2025;
F. A City Council study session on March 17, 2025;
G. An open house on April 3, 2025; and

H. Three City Council in-person workshops on May 5, 2025, May 19, 2025, and
June 2, 2025;

WHEREAS, the electronic tracking of the City’s robust engagement process netted
at least 227,433 “touchpoints” through all mediums to include printed newsletters,
electronic newsletters, registered neighborhood organization newsletters, social media,
City websites, and other forums;

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted two public hearings on April 23,
2025, and May 21, 2025, and unanimously voted to recommend the adoption of the
proposed Zoning Code to the City Council;

WHEREAS, as part of a holistic revision to the City’s Zoning Ordinance it is
necessary to repeal and replace Articles 1, 2, 4 and 5 of the Zoning Code to incorporate
updates throughout each Article; and

WHEREAS, approval of this Ordinance on first reading does not constitute a
representation that the City Council, or any member of the City Council, supports,
approves, rejects or denies any particular proposal related to the items identified herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of
Lakewood, Colorado, that:

SECTION 1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated as if set forth herein.

SECTION 2. The Zoning Code is amended by repealing Articles 1, 2, 4 and 5 of the
existing Zoning Code and replacing them with Articles 1, 2, 4 and 5 of the new Zoning Code
which are attached hereto and made part hereof.

SECTION 3. The proposed legislative amendments to Articles 1, 2, 4 and 5 promote
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the purposes of this Zoning Code.

SECTION 4. The proposed legislative amendments to Articles 1, 2, 4 and 5 promote
implementation of the City’s new Comprehensive Plan Envision Lakewood 2040.

SECTION 5. Articles 1, 2, 4 and 5 are part of a fully revised Zoning Code and Zoning
Map that are being considered for adoption in four parts to allow for a more thorough public
review and engagement process. To accommodate this extended process, all four portions
of the revised Zoning Code and Zoning Map, including Articles 1, 2, 4 and 5, will become
operative on January 1, 2026 or, at the determination of the Chief of Sustainability &
Community Development, up to sixty (60) days subsequent to January 1, 2026 to allow for
the entire Zoning Code and Zoning Map to become operative on the same date. If the Chief
of Sustainability & Community Development modifies the operational date of Articles 1, 2, 4
and 5 in conformance with this paragraph, such operational date shall be published on the
City’s website.

SECTION 6. If any provision of this Ordinance should be found by a court of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions or
applications of this Ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid portion, provided
such remaining portions or application of the Ordinance are not determined by the court to
be inoperable.

SECTION 7. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be thirty (30) days after final
publication.

| hereby attest and certify that within and foregoing Ordinance was introduced and
read on first reading at a hybrid regular meeting of the Lakewood City Council on the 25th
day of August, 2025; published by title in the Denver Post and in full on the City of
Lakewood’s website, www.lakewood.org, on the _ day of August, 2025; set for public
hearing to be held on the 8th day of September, 2025; read, finally passed and adopted by
the City Council on the 8th day of September, 2025; and signed by the Mayor on the __ day
of September, 2025.

Wendi Strom, Mayor
ATTEST:

Jay Robb, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Alison McKenney Brown, City Attorney



