
8150 JUVENILE CRIME UNIT 

 A. Policy 

  The Police Department recognizes the extreme importance of giving a child the 
opportunity to change unlawful or antisocial behavior prior to becoming 

indoctrinated into criminal behavior as an adult.  The department also recognizes 
that some technically unlawful behavior by a young person is actually no more 

than normal growing up misbehavior and does not necessarily warrant the child 
being injected into the formal juvenile justice system.  As a result, the department 

recognizes and encourages the use of discretion by investigators in following up 

complaints involving a juvenile suspect.  It shall be the policy of the department to 
return a juvenile apprehended for unlawful behavior back to the custody of parents 

or guardians with minimal delay.  It shall likewise be the policy of the department 
to communicate to parents and guardians that they, and not any arm of the 

government, remain primarily responsible for the child's welfare and rehabilitation.  

It shall be the responsibility of all department personnel to support the 
department's juvenile operations. The Lakewood Police Department is committed 

to the development and perpetuation of programs designed to prevent and control 
juvenile delinquency. 

 B. Procedure 

1. When the totality of circumstances surrounding a juvenile-related 
incident indicates a good chance for informal arbitration of the 

situation, the juvenile detective handling the case shall attempt to 

divert the child from formal court proceedings and adjudication as a 
delinquent.  The juvenile detective, however, shall make every legal 

effort to remove the violent or dangerous juvenile offender from the 
street and secure his lawful placement in a secure setting. 

2. The Juvenile Team takes a proactive approach to juvenile delinquency.  
This preventive approach is furthered by team members' participation 

in public education efforts in the areas of child abuse and delinquency 
prevention. 

3. The Juvenile Team works constantly with the Jefferson County District 
Attorney's Office, the Jefferson County District Court, commissioners, 

and the Jefferson County Department of Social Services to ensure the 
continuing welfare and protection of juvenile victims and offenders. 

 

4. The investigation of neglected and abandoned children will be in 
accordance with state law. 

5. Whenever a custodial interview is occurring with a juvenile, the agent 
or juvenile detective shall ensure that the juvenile's parents or legal 

guardians have been advised of the situation and interview.  The 
agent or juvenile detective shall attempt to explain to the juvenile the 

department's procedure concerning juvenile interviews and how the 

Juvenile Justice System operates.  The number of agents or detectives 



involved in the interview shall be limited at the discretion of the 

officers involved. Interviews with juveniles shall not normally exceed 
two hours without supervisory approval. 

  6. The Sergeant of the Juvenile Team shall complete an annual 

evaluation of all departmental enforcement and prevention programs 

relating to juveniles. 

8151 RUNAWAY / MISSING JUVENILE INVESTIGATIONS 

 A. Policy 

  The Police Department recognizes the responsibility it has regarding runaways 

even though a crime has not been committed.  In the case of a voluntarily missing 

juvenile (runaway), the case shall remain an open investigation until the juvenile is 
located and returned to a parent or legal guardian or placed in a shelter care.   

  The Police Department also recognizes a unique responsibility in the area of 

missing juveniles.  Most cases involve no criminal conduct; however, a missing 

juvenile report may become the first notification to authorities that a major crime 
has been committed. 

  It is the policy of this department to actively pursue runaway/missing juvenile 

cases to conclusion. 

 B. Procedure 

1. A missing juvenile investigation shall be conducted to ascertain the well 

being of the child.  If the missing juvenile's well-being is verified, the 

reporting party shall be notified and the case closed.  Runaway and 
missing juvenile investigations are conducted for the citizens of Lakewood 

and may be initiated in the following cases: 

   a. When the runaway / missing juvenile resides in Lakewood. 

 b. When the reporting party resides in Lakewood and the actual 

location of the disappearance is unknown. 

 c. When a runaway has left a group home or treatment facility, 

which is located in Lakewood. 

  d. When the juvenile is known to be missing from a Lakewood 

location and no formal report has been taken by another agency. 

 2. The initial report of a runaway / missing juvenile shall be generally taken 
by a patrol agent, who shall list as much information as is available 

concerning description and possible leads. 

   a. Phone reports may be taken for runaways from recognized group 

homes, shelter care centers, or treatment facilities, or at a 



supervisor's direction.  An agent may be assigned for a first-time 

runaway, or at the request of a parent or guardian. 

   b. RP shall not be told to wait 24 hours before reporting. 

  3. An immediate search and notification of appropriate inter-and intra-

agencies, and supervisory notification shall be made when: 

   a. The runaway is under the age of 12 years. 

b. In any case a patrol supervisor deems such a search appropriate. 

   c. When the missing juvenile is unable to care for his own safety. 

   d. When there is an indication of foul play, accident, or extreme 
danger, and there are leads available. 

   e. The scope of the search and resources deployed shall be at the 
direction of the patrol sergeant or Sector Commander. 

  4. CCIC and NCIC entry 

   a. All runaways / missing juveniles reported to the Police Department 
shall be entered in the Colorado Crime Information Center (CCIC) 

and the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) computers.  A 
teletype form shall be completed and the teletype number shall be 

noted in the report.  Associated vehicles or pertinent information 

shall be included in the entry. 

b. When an agent is advised that a runaway / missing juvenile has 
returned or been located, that agent may complete a 

supplementary report with the pertinent information.  That agent 

shall also cancel the computer entry and include that teletype 
number in the supplementary report. 

  5. Amber Alert Plan 

If it is confirmed a juvenile has been abducted, the circumstances 
surrounding the abduction indicate that the child is in danger of serious 

bodily harm or death and there is enough descriptive information about 
the child, abductor and/or the suspect’s vehicle, a Amber Alert shall be put 

together for public distribution, as soon as practicable, in accordance to 

9042 of the department manual. 

  6. Follow-up 

   a. Each missing juvenile case shall be assigned to the juvenile 

technician for follow-up investigation. 

   b. The juvenile technician shall be assigned administrative 

responsibility for the case.  The technician will ensure that the 



case management system is kept up-to-date with the status of the 

case.  A trace date not to exceed 7 workdays shall be assigned for 
the completion of the initial investigation. 

   c. In the event that a sworn supervisor determines that the welfare 

of the child requires it, a detective will be assigned the case for 

immediate investigation. 

   d. Circumstances during the initial 7-day period shall dictate the 
urgency of any subsequent investigative action. 

   e. Reports shall be written on active missing juveniles with trace 
dates as follows: 

    Period of Time   Supplemental Report 

        Missing:       Due: 

    1 day - 30 days    30 days 

    30 days - 1 year    Quarterly 

    1 year or more    Annually 

  7. Case closure 

a. Cancel the CCIC/NCIC entry. 

b. Complete a teletype request form confirming cancellation 

information.  

c. Cancel the Amber Alert Plan if one had been activated.  

d. Notify the reporting party of the case disposition. 

e. Write a supplement detailing the circumstances of the runaway’s 
return. 

8152 SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER and SCHOOL LIAISON  

 

A. Policy 
 

The position of School Resource Officer has been established to provide for the 
assignment of police agents within the city's schools and the surrounding 

community and businesses.  These agents provide a variety of services, including 

law enforcement, liaison with school and community, law-related education, and 
informal counseling to students, parents, and faculty.  The objective of the SRO 

program is to enhance the safety and educational opportunities for the school 
community through the effective utilization of sector policing concepts. 

 

B. Procedures 



 

1. The SRO shall act as a visible law enforcement figure on campus and in 
affected areas, in uniform and with a marked patrol unit.  When 

possible, SROs will respond to all law enforcement-related incidents and 
act as the primary investigator.  SROs may be assigned cases utilizing 

the case management system where they are ultimately responsible for 

all follow-up and case filing. 
 

2. The SRO shall work during school hours, but maintain a flexible schedule 
to accommodate school activities. 

 
3. The SRO is to be familiar with the school code of conduct and assist 

faculty in enforcement of this code when necessary.  Disciplining of 

students is a school responsibility. 
 

4. The SRO shall assist his assigned school with development, updating and 
practicing of their emergency plan. 

 

5. After consulting with a team supervisor, the SRO may present available 
curriculum on law-related education topics to students, faculty and 

parents as requested and as workload permits. 
 

6. The SRO shall serve as an informal counseling resource for students, 
faculty, and parents. 

 

7. The SRO shall work with other community resources to help solve 
problems within the school and the community. 

 
8. The SRO shall coordinate leave usage with supervisor and peers to 

maintain continued coverage of assigned schools during the school year. 

 
9. During the summer months, SROs will be assigned duties relevant to 

service needs of the Investigations Division.  SROs may use the summer 
to plan, develop and implement proactive programs.  

 

10. SROs shall be expected to work one week after the spring semester ends 
to complete administrative work.  SROs shall begin work in their school 

assignment one week prior to the beginning of the fall semester to 
prepare for the upcoming school year. 

 
11. The Juvenile Crime Unit shall be responsible for the department’s school 

liaison program.  The agents assigned responsibilities in this area shall act 

as a resource for delinquency prevention, provide guidance on ethical 
issues in a classroom setting, assist in student counseling and provide law-

related education programs when certified. 
 

C. Rule 

 
1. School Resource Officers shall successfully complete an approved 

training course to prepare them for their position. 

8153 JUVENILE DETENTION HEARINGS 



 B. Procedure 

  1. The Colorado Children's Code Title 19 provides that whenever a juvenile is 

taken into custody upon probable cause, for committing a crime, a hearing 
must be held within 48 hours to determine whether the juvenile shall be 

further detained. 

  2. The arresting agent has the responsibility of providing the Youth Detention 

Center with the original affidavit in Support of Warrantless Arrest, at the 
time the juvenile is lodged. 

  3. For arrests that occur from Friday at 1200 hours through Sunday, the 
arresting agent is responsible for faxing a copy of the Warrantless Arrest 

Affidavit to the Jefferson County Jail for the weekend duty judge's review. 

  4. Neither the arresting agent nor the assigned detective is ordinarily 

required to attend the detention hearing, unless requested by the District 
Attorney's Office. 

8154 STATUS OFFENDERS 

 B. Procedure 

  1. A Status Offense is defined as an act, which is a violation by virtue of the 

offender's age or status.  If the same act were committed by an adult, it 
would not be a crime.  Examples: runaway; curfew; possession of alcohol 

or tobacco products. 

  2. Whenever a status offender is taken into custody, the parents or guardian 

are notified immediately.  If the parents of a status offender do not accept 
custody of the juvenile, the child will be transported to the Jefferson 

County Assessment Center, without delay, for placement.  The 
Assessment Center shall be notified prior to transporting the juvenile. 

 

8155 DIVERSION FOR JUVENILE-INVOLVED CASES 

 B. Procedure 

  1. The Juvenile Investigation Team screens and disposes of cases involving 

the arrest of anyone under the age of 18 by the Patrol Division; or upon 

request, files with the court or diverts cases prepared by other 
investigators in the division. 

  2. When a juvenile investigator receives a case report from the Patrol 

Division with a juvenile arrestee, it shall be the juvenile investigator's 

responsibility to dispose of the case within a reasonable time. 

  3. The juvenile investigator considers the following factors in making a final 
disposition:  type and seriousness of offense, child's attitude, previous 



criminal and police contacts, previous diversion referrals to community 

based rehabilitation programs (such as, Jefferson County District 
Attorney's Diversion Program, Jefferson County Department of Social 

Services, Lakewood Human Resources), parents' attitude, and the desire 
of the victim.  Each case shall be judged on its own merit and fact 

situation with disposition made, which meets the needs of the child and 

the community. 

8157 DISPOSITION OF JUVENILE CASES 

 B. Procedure 

1. The juvenile investigator has the following disposition options: 

   a. File the case with the juvenile court, municipal or district. 

   b. Recommend informal adjustment for district attorney disposition. 

   c. Refer to social services or Juvenile Assessment Center. 

   d. Counsel and release. 

 2. Juvenile investigators shall make every effort to dispose of other 
investigators' cases involving juveniles in the manner requested by the 

concerned investigator. 

  3. If the case cannot be disposed of as requested, it shall be the 

responsibility of the juvenile investigator to recommend appropriate 
alternatives. 

  4. If the investigator does not indicate a desired disposition, the juvenile 

investigator shall dispose of the case in an appropriate manner. 

 

8159 REPEAT JUVENILE OFFENDER (RJ0) AND SERIOUS HABITUAL OFFENDER/ 
DIRECTED INTERVENTION (SHODI) PROGRAM 

 

A. Policy 
 

 
The Lakewood Police Department participates in an intergovernmental 

approach to information sharing between agencies concerned about the 
welfare of juveniles and the juvenile justice system.  This agreement will 

lead to better-informed decisions regarding the handling of serious 

habitual offenders.  We have agreed to maintain open communication 
with all the other involved agencies and to follow the guidelines set out 

in this intergovernmental agreement. 
 

In an effort to reduce the incidence of serious juvenile crime, a 

systematic approach will be used to coordinate the efforts of personnel 



from this department, district attorneys, city attorneys, courts, and all 

other criminal justice authorities. 
 

 
 

B. Procedure 

 
1. Identify SHODIs and potential SHODIs according to the 

established criteria.  
 

2. To qualify for the SHODI program, a juvenile offender must 
meet pre-established criteria.  The criteria to be considered as a 

SHODI is the juvenile offender shall have accumulated 25 points 

plus at least one felony adjudication or 30 points and at least 
one misdemeanor adjudication. 

 
3. A precursor to SHODI is a Repeat Juvenile Offender (RJO).  To 

qualify as a RJO, the juvenile offender shall have accumulated 

15 points. 
 

4. Juvenile Crime Unit detectives have the discretion to refer a 
juvenile who has been identified as having special needs beyond 

the scope provided by City of Lakewood Municipal Court.  In 
those cases, the juvenile need not meet the point criteria for 

RJO or SHODI.  Detectives may cancel municipal summons and 

file the case into District Court, in concurrence with the District 
Attorney’s Office. 

 
5. Points shall be assessed as follows: 

 

 9 POINTS Felony crime against person arrest 
 

 5 POINTS Felony crime against property arrest 
   Felony drug crime 

 

 3 POINTS Misdemeanor or petty offenses  
   state or municipal charges 

 
 1 POINT Any other negative police contact 

   such as runaways, F.I., traffic, FTA 
warrants and 

   probation revocations, etc. 

 
 3 POINTS Added to any of the above if juvenile  

   was in possession of a firearm at the  
   time of offense. 

 

6.   Compile and maintain active SHODI lists and circulate those to 
authorized agencies. 

 
7. Compile comprehensive profiles on each SHODI and keep them 

updated. 
 



8. When an arrest of a SHODI occurs, the involved department 

personnel will conduct a thorough investigation and complete all 
reports in a timely manner. 

 
9. A SHODI will be lodged in the Mount View Detention Center 

when arrested on a criminal charge. 

 
10. The detective assigned the case for the return filing, shall notify 

the supervising probation or parole officer, case worker, and the 
juvenile division of the District Attorney’s Office of the arrest as 

soon as is practicable. 

11. Copies of all reports available concerning the present offense 

and a profile packet will be presented prior to/at the detention 
hearing. 

12. Follow SHODI cases through the juvenile justice system and 
provide support for any agency that needs follow-up 

information or assistance. 
 

13. Make sure that the probation investigation unit has been 
provided with a copy of the SHODI profile and assist them in 

further background checks, if necessary. 

 
14. Maintain communication with supervising probation or parole 

agents and keep them apprised of any developments that would 
assist in their supervision efforts. 

 

15. Advise school administrators of any SHODIs attending their 
schools and of any potential danger to other students or staff. 

 
16. Support prosecution efforts by aiding in the location of and 

procuring of witnesses for hearings and trial.  Timely completion 
of necessary follow-up investigation, and securing officer 

participation in general prosecution effort. 

 
17.   Do not issue any summons to RJO’s or SHODI’s on criminal 

matters.  The assigned juvenile detective will file the case with 
the District Attorney’s Office.  The only exception is reference 

traffic violations, in which a summons may be issued. 

 
18.   Creating and maintaining RJO and SHODI lists and files is the 

responsibility of the Juvenile Crime Unit (JCU) in the 
Investigation Division.  These duties are listed in the job 

description of the Investigative technician assigned to the JCU. 

 
19. Make appropriate entries in CCIC on RJO’s and SHODI’s when 

initially identified.  Change classification to Career Criminal in 
CCIC when they turn eighteen.   

8160 CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN TEAM 

8161 CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS 



 A. Policy 

  The Police Department recognizes that the investigation of crimes, where children 

are the victims, differs from other types of criminal investigations.  Thus the 
department has created the Crimes Against Children (C.A.C.) Team.  This team 

shall primarily be responsible for the investigation of child abuses and sexual 

assaults involving children as well as other offenses as deemed appropriate. 

 B. Procedure 

  1. It shall be the responsibility of the investigators assigned to the Crimes 

Against Children Team to familiarize themselves with Title 19 Colorado 
Children's Code in addition to the pertinent criminal statutes. 

  2. Title 19 C.R.S. makes the county Department of Social Services 
responsible for the coordination of all investigations of all reports of known 

or suspected incidents of intrafamilial or institutional child abuse or 
neglect.  An agreement between the Jefferson County Department of 

Social Services and the Lakewood Police Department states that generally 
a joint investigation shall be conducted whenever possible. 

  3. Title 19 C.R.S. states that law enforcement agencies are solely responsible 
for the coordination of investigation of all reports of third party abuse or 

neglect committed by persons ten years of age or older. 

  4. The county Department of Social Services shall respond immediately upon 

receipt of any report of a known or suspected intrafamilial abuse or 
neglect to assess the appropriate response.  The response shall be in 

accordance with state Board of Social Services guidelines. 

  5. When the Police Department receives an original call of a reported child 

abuse or neglect, or abandonment, a Patrol Division agent shall be 
dispatched.  The Jefferson County Department of Human Services shall be 

contacted as soon as possible in order to establish the direction of the 
investigation.  Although the investigation will generally be conducted 

jointly, each report shall be considered separately in order to determine 

how the investigation will proceed. 

  6. In all cases of alleged child abuse, the officers responding to the initial 
report shall be responsible for a comprehensive preliminary investigation.  

This shall include documentation, interviews, notifications, evidence 

gathering and transportation.  Because the child abuse is a problem of 
major proportions, it shall be necessary for all officers and supervisors to 

be familiar with the sequence of a child abuse investigation.  Both the 
protection of all children involved and the successful prosecution of alleged 

perpetrators depends on a complete and unbiased investigation. 

  7. There is often a fine line that exists between parental discipline and 

physical abuse.  The distinction may be made unclear by cultural practices, 
personal opinion, medical technicalities or other issues.  Officers who 

investigate alleged abuse shall remain unemotional, objective, and 

thorough. 



  8. Not all cases of alleged abuse are appropriate for prosecution in the 

criminal justice system.  Some cases may be handled entirely by Social 
Services.  This depends on the extent of the injuries, the age of the victim, 

the condition of the home, past history of abuse, the attitudes of the 
victims and the suspects toward the offense, and the future of the family 

prognosis. 

  9. Title 19 C.R.S. states that the investigation of child abuses and neglect 

shall include, to the extent that it is reasonably possible: 

   a. The nature, extent and cause of the abuse or neglect; 

   b. The identity of the person responsible for the suspected abuse or 

neglect; 

   c. The names and conditions of any other children living in the same 

place; 

   d. The environment and the relationship of any children therein to 

the person responsible for the suspected abuse or neglect; 

   e. All other data deemed pertinent. 

  10. In all cases of alleged child abuse, whether founded or unfounded, an 

offense report shall be completed and titled with the appropriate criminal 
offense. 

  11. If it becomes apparent during the investigation that no crime has been 

committed, the matter shall be relinquished to the Department of Social 

Services for continued evaluation.  An offense report shall be completed 
stating the reasons for unfounding the allegation. 

  12. Child abuses with serious bodily injury shall be investigated immediately 

and the presence of a C.A.C. investigator shall be required.  The assigned 

investigator shall be concerned with the physical safety and well being of 
an abused or neglected child.  If removal from their present environment 

is dictated by the facts at hand, the investigator shall take the steps 
indicated in Title 19 C.R.S. 

  13. Family morals cases, such as incest and sexual abuse of a child shall be 
investigated by the C.A.C. Team. 

  14. The C.A.C. Team shall investigate all sexual assault cases where the victim 

is less than 18 years of age. 

  15. The Crimes Against Children Team shall conduct death investigations 

where: 

   a. The death appears to be the result of a child abuse or neglect or, 



   b. The death appears to be the result of Sudden Infant Death 

Syndrome (S.I.D.S.) 

  16. The C.A.C. Team shall conduct investigations on allegations of violation of 
custody. 

  17. The primary responsibility of the law enforcement agencies in child abuse 
investigations shall be to conduct a thorough investigation of the alleged 

criminal offenses, gather and maintain evidence, present cases for criminal 
filings, and assist in the protection of all children involved in the alleged 

abuse. 

  18. The following shall serve as a checklist to law enforcement officers and 

supervisors involved in the investigation of alleged child abuse cases: 

   a. Notifications-Law Enforcement Agencies. 

    (1) In cases of intrafamilial child abuse, all law enforcement 

agencies shall notify Social Services immediately.  In all 

other cases, a copy of the law enforcement agency's 
reports shall be forwarded to Social Services as soon as 

possible.  When deemed necessary, notification to Social 
Services via telephone can be made. 

    (2) All law enforcement agencies shall notify the Crimes 
Against Children Unit of the District Attorney's Office 

immediately in the following situations: 

     (a) Child death cases in which death may be the 

result of suspected non-accidental trauma or 
severe neglect. 

     (b) Child abuse cases in which serious bodily injury 

has occurred as the result of suspected non-

accidental trauma or severe neglect. 

    (3) A Deputy District Attorney, of the Crimes Against Children 
Unit, will be available for phone consultation in all cases 

of child abuse. 

    (4) In an effort to collect evidence, protect the welfare of the 

victim, and to expedite the investigation, all law 
enforcement agencies shall notify the appropriate medical 

facility when they are transporting an alleged child abuse 

victim to the medical facility. 

    (5) When the investigation involves a suspected perpetrator 
who was acting in his official capacity as an employee of 

a school district, law enforcement agencies shall notify 

the Department of Education or the school district.  Also, 
law enforcement agencies must coordinate the 



investigation of the abuse or neglect with any 

investigation being conducted by the Department of 
Education or the school district. 

   b. Response 

    (1) Upon receiving a report of alleged child abuse, the law 
enforcement agency shall dispatch a sworn law 

enforcement officer to make an initial assessment of the 
facts of the alleged case. 

    (2) The first priority upon arrival at the location shall be the 
protection of the child.  When child abuse is alleged, the 

officer must view and may interview the child involved.  
When deciding to interview the child, the officer should 

consider that the child may need to be interviewed again 

by other investigative personnel.  An exception to the 
warrant requirement exists in criminal law when there is 

an emergency threatening the life of another.  Forcible 
entry without a warrant may then be made if necessary. 

   c. Assess the Facts 

    (1) Examine the child or children for physical injury, and 
document any injuries.  It is recommended that law 

enforcement officers of the same sex as the victim 

conduct visual examinations for injuries. 

    (2) To comply with Title 19 C.R.S., the investigator needs to 
see the body of the child.  This means undressing the 

child.  This is often a traumatic experience for the child, 

the parent and the investigator.  It is advisable that a 
third person be present in order to reduce the risk of 

liability for the investigator. 

    (3) It is optimal that the physical assessment be made by a 

medical doctor, nurse, paramedic, or emergency medical 
technician, however, at the initial contact it is not always 

possible and must frequently be carried out by the 
investigator to determine whether medical care is needed. 

    (4) To lessen the trauma, the following procedure has been 
found to be useful. 

     (a) Before undressing the child, it is important to tell 
the child and the parent what you are going to 

do.  It is also important to enlist the help of the 
parent whenever possible and especially when 

working with a small child. This gives the parent 
something to do with their anxiety and allows 

him/her some control in the process. 



     (b) Older children can be asked to remove their own 

clothing as directed. 

     (c) Begin at the top of the head and work down to 
the bottom of the feet looking for any signs of 

abuse and/or neglect.  (See Appendix A for 

specific indicators.) 

     (d) The removal of the child's clothing may be 
necessary.  However, in order to allow the child 

to maintain a sense of dignity, at no time during 

the process should the child be completely 
undressed. 

     (e) The location, size, and color of all injuries, 

including old injuries or scars, must be 

documented. 

    (5) On finding injuries that look serious or unusual, or if 
sexual abuse is alleged, obtain an expert medical opinion. 

    (6) Physical abuse. 

     (a) Physical indicators to look for: 

      1) Frequent injuries always explained as 

"accidental" by child. 

      2) Multiple bruising in various stages of 

healing.  Age of bruising can usually be 
determined by the following color: 

        Immediate-few hours. ................  . . . red 

        6-12 hours  ...................... . . . . . . . .blue 

        12-24 hours .................. . . . purple, black 

        4-6 days  ................... . . .green, dark tint 

        5-10 days.. . pale green, yellow, brownish 

      3) Bruises in specific shapes such as slap 
marks, belt marks, hanger marks, grab 

marks. 

      4) Frequent bruising on the neck, head and 

face, lips or mouth. 

      5) Bald spots on the scalp, which could be 

caused by hair pulling. 



      6) Burns of all types especially cigarette 

burns, burns caused by an iron or hot 
poker.  Other types of burns could 

include rope burns or burns caused by an 
electrical cord. 

      7) Unexplained fractures to skull, nose or 
jaw. 

      8) Any fracture in a child under the age of 

two. 

      9) Swollen or tender limbs. 

      10) Child complains of soreness or has 
awkward movements. 

      11) Unusual or extreme reaction to pain, 

e.g., fall on playground. 

      12) Unexplained lacerations and abrasions. 

       - to the mouth, lips, gums, or eyes. 

       - to the external genitalia. 

       - constant vomiting. 

      13) Unexplained abdominal injuries. 

       - swelling of the abdomen. 

       - localized tenderness. 

       - constant vomiting. 

      14) Human bite marks, especially when they 

appear adult-size or are recurrent. 

     (b) Behavioral indicators to look for: 

      1) Reports injury by a parent or caretaker. 

      2) Is often wary of physical contact with 
adults, may actually shrink from being 

physically touched. 

      3) Apprehensive when other children cry. 

      4) Behavioral extremes: 



       - aggressiveness. 

       - withdrawal. 

       - over-compliant to adults. 

      5) Frightened of parents. 

      6) Afraid to go home. 

      7) Child has made outcry to an adult. 

      8) May wear long sleeves or other types of 
clothing to hide injuries. 

      9) Repeated absences from school for which 

no excuse or a flimsy excuse is given. 

      10) May appear to be accident prone; if 

injuries do not ever occur at school, this 
may be a cover-up for abuse. 

      11) Few, if any friends, poor peer 
relationships. 

     (c) Family indicators to look for: 

      1) Parent was abused as a child. 

      2) Unmet needs of parent. 

      3) Immature parent. 

      4) Lack of "parenting knowledge." 

      5) Unrealistic expectations for the child. 

      6) "Special" child (handicapped, 

hyperactive, unattractive, etc.). 

      7) Drug and alcohol use. 

      8) Frequent crises. 

      9) Belief in and reliance on physical 

punishment. 

    (7) Physical neglect 

     (a) Physical indicators to look for: 



      1) Chronic hunger, poor hygiene, 

inappropriate dress. 

      2) Chronic lack of supervision, especially in 
dangerous activities or for long periods. 

      3) Unattended physical problems, medical 
or dental needs. 

      4) Lack of supervision up to and including 
abandonment. 

      5) Constant fatigue or listlessness. 

      6) Frequent tardiness and absenteeism. 

      7) Child reports need to care for younger 
siblings for extended periods of time. 

      8) Home is so filthy and unkept that the 
health of the child(ren) might be in 

jeopardy. 

      9) May have one of the nuisance diseases 

such as lice or scabies or impetigo. 

     (b) Behavioral indicators to look for: 

      1) Begging, stealing food. 

      2) Extended stays at school (early arrival 

and late departure). 

      3) Chronic fatigue, listlessness, or falling 

asleep in class. 

      4) Alcohol or drug abuse. 

      5) Delinquency (e.g. thefts, prostitution). 

      6) Reports there is no caretaker. 

      7) Chronic runaway. 

     (c) Family indicators to look for: 

      1) Emotional and personality problems of 

the parent. 

      2) Financial problems. 



      3) Unemployment or underemployment. 

      4) Lack of parenting skills and knowledge. 

      5) Drug and alcohol abuse. 

      6) Dirty, disordered household. 

      7) Problems with neighbors, law 

enforcement, and/ or others. 

      8) Limited intellectual capacity of parent(s). 

      9) Social isolation and lack of positive 

social/family support. 

    (8) Sexual abuse 

     (a) Question the alleged victim and/or reporting 

party concerning the following physical indicators: 

      1) Difficulty in walking or sitting. 

      2) Torn, stained, or bloody underclothing. 

      3) Pain or itching in genitalia area, including 
during urination. 

      4) Bruising or bleeding in external genitalia, 

vaginal or anal areas. 

      5) Venereal disease, especially in pre-teens. 

      6) Development of frequent urinary 

problems such as bladder infections. 

      7) Pregnancy. 

      8) Often there are no visible physical 
indicators of sexual abuse. 

     (b) Question the alleged victim and/or reporting 

party concerning the following behavioral 

indicators: 

      1) Withdrawal, chronic depression. 

      2) Excessive seductiveness. 



      3) Role reversal, overly concerned for 

siblings. 

      4) Poor self-esteem, self-devaluation, lack 
of confidence. 

      5) Peer problems, lack of involvement. 

      6) Massive weight change. 

      7) Eating disorders. 

      8) Suicide attempts (especially adolescents). 

      9) Hysteria, lack of emotional control. 

      10) Sudden school difficulties. 

      11) Chronically runs away. 

      12) Inappropriate sex play or premature 

understanding of sex (i.e. excessive 

masturbation.) 

      13) Threatened by physical contact, 
closeness. 

      14) Fantasizing or exaggerating. 

      15) Hostile and aggressive actions. 

      16) Unwilling to change for gym class or 

participate in P.E. classes. 

      17) Self-destructive behaviors, truancy, drug 

and alcohol abuse. 

      18) Sleep problems or disorders. 

      19) Indirect messages expressing fear or 

dislike of particular individual. 

      20) Full range of newly acquired bodily 

complaints. 

      21) Compulsive behaviors, such as taking an 
excessive number of baths. 

      22) Fear of going home and/or refusal to go 
home. 



      23) Regressive behavior such as baby talk, 

bed-wetting or wetting pants. 

  (Adapted from Colorado Department of Education/ Colorado Department of Health, 
"Child Abuse, Information for School Employees.") 

     (c) Family indicators to look for: 

      1) Overly restricted social activities. 

      2) Blurring of generational boundaries. 

      3) Role reversal of mother and daughter. 

      4) Father overly protective of daughter. 

      5) Close physical contact between father 

and daughter while mother is completely 
left out.  Father thinks of self as 

boyfriend. 

      6) Mother thinks of daughter as a rival. 

      7) Isolation of family. 

    (9) Emotional abuse 

     (a) Physical indicators to look for: 

      1) Speech disorders. 

      2) Lags in physical development. 

      3) Failure-to-thrive (i.e. appears to be 

suffering severe malnutrition). 

     (b) Behavioral indicators to look for: 

      1) Habit disorders (sucking, biting, rocking, 
etc.) 

      2) Conduct disorders (anti-social, 

destructive, etc.) 

      3) Neurotic traits (sleep disorders, inhibition 

of play). 

      4) Psychoneurotic reactions (hysteria, 

obsession, compulsion, phobias, 
hypochondria). 



      5) Behavior extremes: 

       - compliant, passive. 

       - aggressive, demanding. 

      6) Overly adaptive behavior: 

       - inappropriately adult. 

       - inappropriately infant. 

      7) Developmental lags (mental, emotional). 

      8) Attempted suicide. 

    (10) Drug/alcohol exposure 

     (a) Physical indicators to look for: 

      1) Positive toxicology screen. 

      2) High-pitched cry. 

      3) Sweating. 

      4) Small stature-reduced weight, height and 

head size. 

      5) Abnormal features of the face and head. 

      6) Infant mortality/increased risk for SIDS. 

      7) Birth defects. 

      8) Difficulty in breathing. 

      9) Reduced muscle tone/lack of muscle 

control or muscle stiffness and rigidity. 

      10) Lethargy/abnormal drowsiness. 

      11) Bacterial infections. 

      12) Vomiting. 

      13) Stuffy nose. 

      14) Diarrhea. 



      15) Skin abrasions on the knees, toes, 

elbows and nose (from excessive 
movement against bedclothes). 

      16) Skin discoloration. 

      17) Venereal diseases/ sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

      18) Hepatitis. 

      19) Pneumonia in infants. 

      20) HIV positive. 

      21) Red and/or watery eyes. 

      22) Frequent yawning. 

      23) Brain damage (due to poor brain growth 
and strokes). 

      24) Cerebral Palsy. 

     (b) Behavioral indicators to look for: 

      1) Hyperactivity. 

      2) Short attention span. 

      3) Abnormal speech. 

      4) Tremors/convulsions. 

      5) Restlessness. 

      6) Irritable. 

      7) Inconsolable crying/ difficult to comfort 
or cuddle. 

      8) Abnormal reflexes (i.e. marked startle 

response, poor sucking reflex or 

voracious sucking, difficulty swallowing, 
poor grasping ability). 

      9) Lack of self-control. 

      10) Impaired learning capacity/ learning 
disabilities. 



      11) Temper tantrums. 

      12) Visual problems/ poor eye contact/ jerky 

eye movements. 

      13) Sleeplessness. 

      14) Feeding/ eating problems. 

      15) Developmental delays. 

      16) Lower I.Q. 

      17) Hearing problems. 

      18) Uncoordinated movements. 

    (11) Interviewing the child. 

     (a) Factors to consider in evaluating whether or not a 
child should be interviewed: 

      1) The child's age and maturity. 

      2) The child's ability to relate what has 

happened. 

      3) The emotional stability and physical 
needs of the child. 

      4) The possibility of retaliation by a parent 
against a child who has "told". 

      5) The number of times the child has 

previously been interviewed, the content 

of the interview(s), and who conducted 
the prior interview(s). 

     (b) Guidelines in interviewing a child: 

      1) In this joint investigation, investigating 
officers and Social Services workers are 

strongly encouraged to meet prior to the 
interview to determine a plan of action, 

i.e., who should conduct the interview, 

who should take notes, whether a parent 
or other guardian's presence would be 

helpful or a deterrent, the environment in 
which the interview is conducted, and 

the time and location of the interview. 



      2) In cases of children with special needs, 

i.e., hearing-impaired, visually impaired, 
developmentally impaired, mentally 

impaired, and non-English speaking, seek 
an appropriate person to assist in the 

interview.     

      3) Interview the child separately from any 

potential witnesses and suspects. 

      4) Attempt to gain the child's confidence by 

creating a comfortable and non-
threatening atmosphere and building 

rapport. 

      5) Do not take sides, or indicate horror, 

disgust, anger, approval or disapproval in 
response to the child's statements. 

      6) Conduct the interview in language that 

the child clearly understands.  Particularly 

in cases of sexual abuse, the officer 
should accept and use whatever terms 

for genitals and sexual acts the child uses 
while also asking for clarification and 

eliciting specific information regarding 

what has occurred. 

      7) Permit the child to tell about the incident 
in his/her way.  Remember, the child 

may have difficulty being specific about 

dates and locations of alleged offenses.  
Whenever the child has difficulty 

verbalizing details, visual aids should be 
considered and may be of use.  The 

officer should limit questions to 
necessary information and should use 

open-ended questions whenever 

possible.  Use caution not to lead or 
further traumatize the child while 

obtaining needed specific details for 
criminal prosecution. 

      8) Question the age and origin or every 
injury on all children. 

      9) To ensure that other victims are 
identified and that items of evidentiary 

value are seized, question the child about 
other victims, pornography, photographs, 

movies, sexual aids, alcohol, drugs, 



medications, birth control, or any other 

items used during the assault. 

      10) Make only promises that you can fulfill. 

      11) Close the interview in an appropriate 

manner such as by thanking the child, 
acknowledging the feelings or concerns 

the child has expressed, assuring the 
child that he/she is not to blame, 

answering the child's questions, and 

telling the child that the information 
he/she has shared is important.  

Consider having a victim advocate 
available at the completion of the 

interview to support the child. 

    (12) Identify and interview all potential witnesses. 

     (a) These should include: 

      1) The reporting party. 

      2) Outcry witnesses. 

      3) Parents. 

      4) Guardians. 

      5) Babysitters. 

      6) Medical providers. 

      7) School personnel. 

      8) Counselors/therapists. 

     (b) When interviewing these witnesses, it is 
important to address behavioral indicators of 

abuse or neglect.  The presence of certain 
behavioral indicators corroborates the child 

victim's account of abuse or neglect.  During the 

interview of the child victim it is important to 
observe and document the child's demeanor as 

well as the content of his/her statements.  
Observe and record the behavior of the child 

victim and the suspect toward each other that 

occurs in your presence.  When interviewing 
outcry witnesses' question them about the 

behavior and demeanor of the child victim during 
the outcry.  Interview witnesses who know the 



child victim; such as, parents, friends, school 

personnel, etc., concerning any behavioral 
changes or unusual behavior exhibited by the 

child victim.  Also, ask these witnesses to 
describe the relationship and behavior they have 

observed between the child victim and the 

suspect. 

    (13) Other children in the home or environment. 

     (a) Determine the number and identity of other 

children in the home or the environment being 
investigated. 

     (b) If other victims are identified, proceed with the 

investigation of another criminal episode. 

     (c) Notify Social Services as appropriate. 

    (14) Gathering evidence 

     (a) Collect evidence as would be done in any other 
criminal case.  This includes an examination of 

the crime scene. 

     (b) Observation 

      1) The officers shall record their 

observations accurately and in detail so 

that they will be able to testify effectively 
in subsequent criminal or civil 

proceedings.  Note such things as: 

       a) Physical condition of all children, 

including their general 
appearance and any observable 

injuries or conditions. 

       b) Safety of surroundings (i.e. 

unprotected open windows, 
exposed wiring, vermin, human 

or animal waste, exposed 
weapons, caustic fluids or 

cleaners, etc.) 

       c) General condition of the home, 

including degree of cleanliness 
and adequacy of sleeping, 

eating, and washing facilities. 

       d) Availability of food and water. 



       e) Adequacy of heat, light, and 

space. 

      2) Observe and record the behavior of the 
parents and child(ren) toward each other 

in the officer's presence.  These 

behaviors might include nonverbal 
messages such as: 

       a) Eye contact between family 

members. 

       b) Facial expressions of love, 

support, anger, distrust, 
rejection. 

       c) Tones of voice that communicate 
various emotions. 

       d) The presence or absence of 
communication. 

       e) The willingness to listen, to 

express feelings, to 

conceptualize feelings, to engage 
in physical closeness. 

     (b) Photographic evidence 

      1) All photographic evidence should be 
gathered per department procedure and 

should include photographs taken with 
and without a scale. 

      2) Photographs of physical injuries should 
be taken as soon as possible or when 

bruising is prominent. 

       a) Use extreme sensitivity when 

photographing injuries on 
children to prevent alarming the 

child(ren) any further. 

       b) Take full body and close-up 

photos of injured area. 

      3) Photograph areas in the environment 

where the injury occurred. 

      4) Photograph the general conditions in a 
home where such things as soiled 



bedding, filth, exposed wiring, 

inadequate plumbing, etc., may exist. 

     (d) Videotaping/audio taping is suggested (when 
equipment is available) in the following 

circumstances:  (Videotaping is the preferred 

method.) 

      1) Initial detailed interviews with children 
who are the alleged victims or witnesses 

of sexual abuse, serious injury and death 

cases. 

      2) In cases where the investigating law 
enforcement officer would want to 

preserve the verbal or physical behavior 

of the child(ren). 

      3) Filthy environments. 

      4) Serious injury or death scenes. 

     (e) Physical evidence 

      1) The instrument, which inflicted the 
injury. 

      2) Dangerous instruments/substances found 

within the reach of unsupervised 

children. 

      3) Evidence of sexual abuse might include, 
but is not limited to: 

       a) Evidence derived from laboratory 
tests or physical examination. 

       b) Pubic hair 

       c) Blood on clothing of the victim or 
suspect.     

       d) Semen or sperm on mouth, 
genitalia, or clothing of victim. 

       e) Sexual aides, pornography, 

and/or photographs. 

      4) When obtaining non-testimonial evidence 

from a suspect (i.e. blood, pubic hair, 



etc.), it is necessary to obtain a 41.1 

Court Order or consent. 

      5) Medical documentation of child 
abuse/neglect. 

       a) Copies of medical records can be 
released to the investigating 

officer upon the officer signing 
the appropriate consent for 

release of medical records. 

       b) Parental consent is not required 

for release of medical records. 

     (f) Other investigative techniques 

      1) There are other specialized investigative 

techniques, which may be of value in 

certain cases.  Supervisory review should 
identify such cases. 

    (15) Protective custody (hold) 

     (a) Pursuant to Section 19-3-401 (1), C.R.S., law 
enforcement officers are the only parties, outside 

of the courts, who have statutory power to place 
a protective hold on a child. 

      1) Once a law enforcement officer has 
placed a protective hold on a child, Social 

Services must place the child in a 
temporary facility. 

      2) In the event that the law enforcement 
officer decides not to place a hold and 

the Social Services worker decides to 
request a court ordered hold, the law 

enforcement officer shall assist in 

enforcing the court order. 

      3) It is strongly encouraged that the law 
enforcement officer consult with the 

Social Services worker prior to placing a 

protective hold. 

     (b) The following guidelines are suggested for 
consideration in placing a protective hold: 

      - The maltreatment in the home, present 
or potential, is such that a child could 



suffer damage to body or mind if left 

there. 

      - Although a child is in immediate need of 
medical or psychiatric care, the parent/ 

stepparent/guardian/legal custodian 

refuses to obtain it. 

      - A child's physical and/or emotional 
damage is such that the child needs an 

alternative environment as approved by 

Social Services. 

      - Evidence suggests that the 
parent/stepparent/ guardian/legal 

custodian is torturing the child, or 

systematically resorting to physical force, 
which bears no relation to reasonable 

discipline. 

      

      - The physical environment of the home 

poses an immediate threat to the child. 

      - Evidence suggests that anger and 

discomfort with the investigation will be 
directed toward the child in the form of 

retaliation against him or her. 

      - Evidence suggests that the 

parent/stepparent/ guardian/legal 
custodian is so out of touch with reality 

that they cannot provide for the child's 
basic needs. 

      - Evidence suggests that the physical 
condition of the 

parent/stepparent/guardian/legal 
custodian poses a threat to the child. 

      - The family has a history of hiding the 
child from law enforcement or Social 

Services. 

      - The family has a history of prior incidents 

or  allegations of abuse or neglect. 

      - The parent/stepparent/guardian/legal 

custodian is completely unwilling to 
cooperate in the investigation or to 



maintain a contact with law enforcement 

or Social Services and may flee the 
jurisdiction. 

      - The parent/stepparent/guardian/legal 

custodian is a suspect in the alleged 

abuse and the spouse is unable and/or 
unwilling to protect the child(ren) from 

the suspect. 

      - The parent/stepparent/guardian/legal 

custodian abandons the child. 

      - The 
parents'/stepparents'/guardians'/legal 

custodians' explanation of the injuries is 

inconsistent with the findings of the 
investigation. 

      - Any other circumstances, which the law 

enforcement officer believes, would 

demonstrate that the child(ren) would be 
in jeopardy if left in the environment. 

     (c) Strong consideration should be given to placing a 

protective hold on other children in the 

environment in cases of child death, serious 
physical abuse/ neglect, or sexual abuse.  The 

law enforcement officer should discuss the 
necessity for a protective hold on other children 

with the Social Services worker. 

     (d) There are certain cases such as domestic 

violence, drug violations, alcohol violations, and 
detoxification holds where child abuse or neglect 

issues should be identified and investigated.  

Even though the incident was not reported as a 
child abuse/neglect, consideration should be 

given to protective hold (s) in appropriate cases. 

    (16) Documentation of the investigation 

     (a) When investigating a reported child 

abuse/neglect case, the offense report shall be 
titled as a child abuse or child neglect case as 

appropriate. 

     (b) An offense report shall be completed whether the 

abuse/neglect is founded or unfounded. 

     (c) Upon completion of the law enforcement 

investigation, the law enforcement agency shall 



forward a copy of the offense report to Social 

Services.  Along with the offense report, the law 
enforcement agency may send a 

recommendation to Social Services as to whether 
a report should be filed with the state Central 

Registry in order to expedite the filing with the 

state Central Registry. 

     (d) When child abuse/neglect is investigated during 
the course of an investigation of another criminal 

offense, the law enforcement agency shall 

forward a copy of the offense report to Social 
Services.  The law enforcement agency may send 

a recommendation to Social Services as to 
whether the report should be filed with the state 

Central Registry in order to expedite the filing 
with the state Central Registry. 

     (e) A recommendation to Social Services concerning 
filing with the state Central Registry may be 

made if there is probable cause.  There must be 
probable cause to believe a child abuse offense 

occurred and a specific person committed the 

child abuse offense. 


