
4940 HAZMAT INCIDENTS 

 A. Policy 

The Patrol Division’s Special Teams or his designee shall be responsible for 
coordinating the planning functions for response to hazmat incidents.  This 

responsibility will be coordinated with the Emergency Manager assigned to Support 
Services Division.  

  The Emergency Manager, shall be responsible for all activities (emergency 
response, chemical control, cleanup and cost recovery) related to all hazardous 

materials incidents occurring within the City of Lakewood. The Police Department 
shall support the Emergency Manager or his designee in all response and 

abatement activities. A hazardous materials incident shall be defined as an 
unintentional release or abandonment of a hazardous material. 

  The City of Lakewood, the West Metro Fire Protection District, the Wheat Ridge 
Fire Protection District, the Pleasant View Fire Protection District, and the Littleton 

Fire Department entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) .  The IGA is 
intended to define the respective duties and responsibilities of these government 

entities in the event of a hazardous material incident occurring within Lakewood’s 

city limits. 

  Due to the equipment, manpower, and technical assistance requirements of 
hazardous materials response, a multijurisdictional/mutual aid approach shall be 

utilized.  As such, the following multiagency guidelines have been set forth as a 

means of guiding the city's response to a hazardous materials incident. 

  If a hazardous materials incident occurs on the boundary of the City of Lakewood 
and another jurisdiction, or in an area where the jurisdiction is not readily 

ascertainable, the first arriving emergency response unit from that jurisdiction shall 

be responsible for incident response coordination following unified command 
principles. 

  If subsequent jurisdictional boundary is determined, the hazardous materials 

response authority of the jurisdiction in which the incident actually occurred shall 

exercise continuing supervisory authority for the cleanup and removal of the 
involved material. 

  If a hazardous materials incident occurs on private property, the owner or operator 

of that property shall be responsible for undertaking the emergency response 

actions.  If, however, the owner or operator does not undertake emergency 
response actions or if in the judgment of the on - scene supervisor or Emergency 

Manager there exists a danger to public health and safety beyond such property, 
the city or relevant fire department or district under the IGA shall undertake 

emergency response efforts. 

  The Emergency Manager shall be responsible for the cost recovery activities as 

they relate to hazardous materials incidents occurring within Lakewood city limits. 

 



 B. Procedure 

 1. Notification of Police and Fire Departments: 

   a. Upon receiving notice of a possible hazardous materials incident, 
the Lakewood Police Department's Communication Section shall 

take the following actions: 

    (1) Dispatch the closest available unit to the scene. 

    (2) Notify the appropriate fire department or fire district of 

the situation and request their response. 

    (3) Notify the Sector Commander who shall determine if his 

response is necessary. 

    (4) Notify the City’s on-call hazmat team member. 

   b. Upon receiving notice of a possible hazardous materials incident, 

the appropriate fire district or department shall be requested to 
take the following actions: 

    (1) Dispatch available manpower and equipment to the 
scene. 

    (2) Assist the City of Lakewood with the notification of 

response and support agencies. 

  2. First response units. 

   a. Initial responsibilities of the Police Department. 

    (1) Conduct a preliminary situation assessment and 
determine what emergency action will be needed to begin 

coping with the incident. 

    (2) Don personal protective equipment as appropriate. 

    (3) Perform lifesaving actions when safety and available 

equipment permits. 

    (3) Stay as far back as possible and avoid contact with the 

substance. 

    (4) Secure the area and restrict access while staying outside 

of the area of apparent chemical exposure risk. 

    (5) For all hazardous materials incidents involving death, 
serious injury, closure of streets, contamination of water, 

or substantial property damage, request the department's 



Communication Section to notify the individuals or 

agencies contained on the emergency notification list. 

    (6) Request a supervisor to respond to the scene. 

    (7) Establish communications and Incident Command with on 

- scene fire department personnel. 

   b. Initial responsibilities of the fire department or district pursuant to 

the IGA. 

    (1) Conduct a preliminary situation assessment and 
determine what emergency action will be needed to begin 

coping with the incident. 

    (2) Assume Incident Command duties and establish an 

incident function including communication and 
coordination of emergency response activities focused on 

the protection of life, control and containment of the 

hazardous materials involved in the incident. 

    (3) Perform lifesaving actions when safety and available 
equipment permits. 

    (4) Stay back as far as possible and avoid contact with the 
substance. 

    (5) If necessary, request additional personnel and equipment 

to respond to the scene. 

    (6) Establish communications with on - scene Police 

Department personnel. 

  3. Control and containment 

   a. First arriving police department personnel should consider the 

following actions: 

    (1) Establish an on - scene command post. 

(2)              Activate the incident command system. 

(3) Notify the Emergency Manager or his designee.  

    (4) Assist the fire department or district in identifying the 

substance by utilizing shipping papers, placards, labels, 
the driver, or other identifying materials. 

    (5) Provide perimeter, traffic, and crowd control. 



    (6) Evacuate area or instruct affected persons to shelter in 

place as appropriate. 

    (7) Establish and control a staging area. 

    (8) Coordinate all activities related to the news media by 

utilizing a Public Information Officer. 

    (9) If the incident has resulted in multiple fatalities or appears 

likely to cause the closure of streets or public facilities for 
more than six hours, activate the City's Emergency 

Operations Center. 

   b. First arriving fire supervisor should consider the following actions: 

    (1) Identify the substance by utilizing shipping papers, 

placards, labels, or other identifying materials. 

    (2) Contain and control the hazardous materials.  If the 

material is on fire and safety permits, make an attempt to 
extinguish it.  If safety permits, the City's Department of 

Public Works will assist in a support role. 

    (3) If possible, shut off source of leak. 

    (4) Contain, divert, or dike the substance and restrict it from 

entering a waterway or storm sewer. 

    (5) Provide medical services, including the establishment of a 

triage area. 

    (6) Conduct search and rescue operations. 

    (7) Establish a decontamination area. 

    (8) Provide a person to record the decisions and actions 

taken during the hazardous materials incident response. 

    (9) Issue evacuation orders and participate in evacuation 

activities as required. 

   c. Substance cleanup and removal activity responsibilities of the 

Emergency Manager.  

    (1) Supervise the chemical cleanup and removal activities.  A 

certified clean-up contractor shall be contacted to respond 
to the scene. 

    (2) Provide the primary investigation report as to the cause of 

the incident and the resultant actions taken by all on - 



scene agencies in cooperation with the fire districts and 

departments involved. 

    (3) Coordinate with federal or state investigatory agencies 
that wish to investigate the incident. 

    (4) Conduct a continuing evaluation of residual risks at the 
site of the incident until such time as no further clean-up 

action is necessary. 

    (5) Prepare a report on lessons learned from the incident 

response operations. 

    (6) Command/Hazmat personnel shall ensure that the 

National Response Center is notified or will be notified if 
any substance entered the navigable waters of the state. 

   d. Incident follow-up responsibilities of the fire department or 

district. 

    (1) Immediately notify the emergency response authority of 

the receipt of any notice of suit arising out of a hazardous 
materials incident. 

    (2) Forward to the City within 30 days after the incident, an 
itemized listing of the costs associated with the fire 

district's or department’s response to that incident.  If the 
fire district or department intends to independently 

pursue cost of recovery, the city shall be notified of that 

decision. 

4941 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TECHNICAL ADVISORY TEAM 

 A. Policy 

  The City of Lakewood is the Designated Emergency Response Authority (DERA) for 

hazardous materials incidents within the city.  The responsibility of the DERA 
requires that the Lakewood Police Department respond to hazardous materials 

emergencies or other discharges of hazardous substance. 

  The Hazardous Materials Technical Advisory Team (Hazmat Team) provides the 

city with trained personnel to perform its responsibilities under the IGA or as a 
designee of the DERA in response to hazardous materials incidents. 

 

 B. Procedure 

  1. The Hazardous Materials Team is a non-divisional unit, which reports to 
the Emergency Manager and the Patrol Division’s Special Teams 

Commander. 



  2. Personnel assigned to the Hazardous Materials Team assume this duty as 

a secondary assignment to their regular assigned police duty. 

  3. The Hazardous Materials Team is comprised of the following: 

   a. Emergency Manager 

   b. Hazardous Materials Team Sergeant 

   c. Hazardous materials response-trained sworn personnel 

  4. In situations, which develop from radio calls or spontaneous activities, the 
senior agent present performs the duties described in Section 4940 until a 

supervisor arrives on scene and assumes command responsibilities for 

police activity under the incident command structure.  The police 
supervisor remains in command of the scene until the arrival of the on-call 

city Hazmat Team member, at which time he/she may assume command 
of the operation.   

  5. At all times, Hazmat Team members shall participate in incident command 
procedures as described in the IGA and Sections 4940 and 4941. 

  6. For those hazardous material incidents where there is a potential for 

death, serious injury, significant property damage, or extended street 

closures, the Sector Commander and a member of the department’s 
Hazmat Team shall both participate in on-scene incident command 

functions. 

  7. Under unified command, it is assumed that the Hazmat Team member will 

command the hazardous materials response portion of the incident for 
police operations and clean-up of the material.  The on-scene Hazmat 

Team member shall be mindful of whether that role should be transferred 
to arriving mutual aid hazardous materials response team personnel with 

greater levels of experience. 

  8. As specified in the IGA, the appropriate fire district or department will 

typically command control and containment operations with police 
assistance. 

  9. The Sector Commander or his designee is assumed to command the 
ancillary functions of the incident (traffic control, evacuation, public 

information, etc.)  In all cases, the Sector Commander or his designee, the 
Hazmat Team member, and appropriate fire district or department 

personnel are expected to coordinate their actions using the incident 

command structure to organize and direct resources. 

  10. The on-call city hazmat team member is responsible to coordinate tactical 
plans with the Sector Commander and the Fire Department or district 

commander on scene. 



7. Appearance of a command staff officer, Hazmat Team members, or fire 

district or department command personnel at a scene does not indicate 
they have assumed command unless there is a specific and documented 

announcement indicating otherwise. 

 C. Rule 

1. Activation of the Hazardous Materials Team is at the discretion of the 

Emergency Manager, Sector Commander, or at the request of the 
responding fire department/district supervisor except that: 

a. The Hazardous Materials Team shall be notified for all hazardous 
material incidents within the City limits. 

   b. A member of the city’s Hazardous Materials Team will be available 
via pager or telephone at all times.  The on - call team member 

will evaluate the need to request additional Hazardous Materials 
Team members. 

   c. Anyone participating in a command role in response to a 
hazardous materials incident shall, at a minimum, have current 

hazardous materials training consistent with NFPA 472 and 
incident command training and certifications specified in the 

National Incident Management Systems (NIMS) and relevant 
provisions of applicable federal regulations. 

4942  SELECTION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TECHNICAL ADVISORY TEAM AGENTS 

 B. Procedure 

  1. Appointment to the Hazardous Materials Team is voluntary. 

  2. Any agent requesting assignment to the Hazardous Materials Team will be 

evaluated on the following criteria: 

   a. Minimum of two years police experience beyond probationary 

status. 

   b. Demonstrated ability at handling stress, job proficiency and 

physical conditioning. 

   c. Recommendation of supervisory personnel. 

  3. All appointments to the Hazardous Materials Team are subject to approval 

by the Emergency Manager, the Patrol Division’s Special Teams 
Commander and the Chief of Police. 

 C. Rule 

  1. All Hazardous Materials Team personnel are required to stay in good 

physical condition. 



  2. As specified by applicable federal regulation, all Hazmat Team personnel 

are required to complete an initial physical examination provided by the 
City’s designated physician and obtain medical approval for involvement in 

a hazardous materials response.  Hazmat Team members shall undergo 
subsequent physical exams when deemed necessary by the Emergency 

Manager or Special Teams Commander.  Hazmat Team members shall 

undergo a physical exam upon leaving the team. 

3. A copy of the current medical physical will be provided to the agent and 
a copy will be kept on file, in the Emergency Manager's office and the 

employee's personnel file in Human Resources.  All medical records will 

be maintained by Human Resources for the period of time required by 
federal law. 

4944 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TEAM PRESS RELEASE 

 B. Procedure 

   1. The Public Information Officer (PIO) or his designee, at the request of the 
city’s on-call Hazmat Team member will respond to the scene of 

hazardous materials incidents for the purpose of handling press incidents. 

   2. Prior to the arrival of the PIO, or in his absence, an agent is designated by 

the on – scene police supervisor as press liaison. 

4945 PEER SUPPORT GROUP POLICY 

 A. Policy 

  The Lakewood Police Department recognizes the need to have a trained staff of 
employees willing to lend emotional support to fellow employees, who have 

engaged in or witnessed a traumatic event.  Oftentimes, an employee can better 
relate to a fellow employee, who has experienced a traumatic incident, as the 

emotional, physical and psychological responses are similarly shared.  It is the 

purpose of the employee peer support group to ease the emotional, physical, and 
psychological effects caused by a traumatic event.  The employee peer support 

group is not intended to replace, but rather to augment the professional 
counseling services offered by the City of Lakewood.   

 B. Procedure 

  1. Participation in the Peer Support Team shall be voluntary and in addition 
to the any regular duty assignment.  

  2. Past experience in a critical incident shall be a factor for consideration for 
placement on the Peer Support Team, along with communication skills and 

the recommendation of a supervisor. 

  3. To be considered for selection to the Peer Support Team, a civilian 

employee, agent or sergeant shall have completed their probationary 
period. 



  4. The Peer Support Team shall be comprised of agents, civilian employees, 

and sergeants.  A roster of Peer Support Team personnel will be 
maintained in the Communications Center and the Sector Commanders’ 

Office.   

  5. A commander shall be the coordinator of the Peer Support Team and 

oversee the overall management of the team.  As peer support 
coordinator, the commander is a liaison to the command staff and an 

advisor to the team.  In the event a critical incident involves and affects 
several employees, the peer support commander shall ensure a peer 

support sergeant has coordinated the team’s efforts with the Critical 

Incident Response Team and the Personnel Investigation’s Unit. 

  6. The Peer Support Team will receive an initial two-day seminar of training 
from a qualified psychologist or therapist.  Quarterly meetings will be 

conducted for training updates and case follow-up regarding critical 

incident contacts.   

  7. The Peer Support Team may provide assistance, when requested, under 
the following circumstances: 

   a. When an agent or agents of the Lakewood Police Department 
have been involved in a shooting incident. 

   b. When an agent has been involved in a serious critical incident, as 

defined in Section 4506, either on or off duty, which may 

emotionally impact the agent. 

 C. When a supervisor feels a situation warrants involvement by the 
Peer Support Team. 

  8. The Peer Support Team shall be activated in the following manner: 

   a. The Sector Commander shall contact a Peer Support Sergeant or 

Agent and request they respond to the proper location to provide 
the necessary assistance.   

   b. The Peer Support Sergeant or Agent will make a determination as 

to whether additional Peer Support personnel are needed.  

  9. The Peer Support Sergeant or Agent who responds is responsible for: 

   a. Coordination with the supervisors of the Use of Force 

Investigating Team and the Personnel Investigations Unit to begin 

the peer support process after the investigative and administrative 
interviews are complete. 

   b. Assessing the need for additional Peer Support agents and/or 
assistance from the Victim/Witness Assistance Unit.  



   c. Maintaining liaison with the involved agent and his/her family 

members and assuring that the varying needs of the agent or 
family members are met. 

 C. Rule 

  1. Communication between a peer support agent and the agent involved in a 
critical incident is not confidential.  Peer Support personnel do have a 

responsibility to divulge information revealed by the involved employee 
regarding any potential criminal or administrative violation as a result of 

the critical incident.  The information will be relayed to a Peer Support 

Sergeant, who will ensure that proper notifications are made through the 
chain of command.           

  2. A victim employee's use of the Peer Support Group is strictly voluntary.   

  3. Peer Support personnel shall not be actively involved in the handling or 
the investigation of the specific critical incident. 

4950 DUTIES OF OFFICERS TO SERVE/EXECUTE LEGAL PROCESS 

 B. Procedure 

  1. Temporary Restraining Orders, Emergency Protection Orders, Lakewood 

Municipal Court Domestic Violence Restraining Orders, and Jefferson 
County or Lakewood Municipal subpoenas to testify for Fast Track 

Domestic Violence cases may be served anywhere for cases originating in 
the City of Lakewood's jurisdiction. 

  2. Restraining orders and other legal process originating from a case outside 
the jurisdiction of the City of Lakewood may be served if the restrained 

party/defendant is physically present for service. 

  3. Persons having legal process not meeting the above criteria should be 

referred to a private process server or the appropriate County Sheriff. 

  4. Service of legal process associated with the seizure of property (16-13-
302, C.R.S.) is to be done by a police agent for cases in which the 

Lakewood Police Department is involved in the investigation. 

 

4960 INVESTIGATIVE TASK FORCES 

 A. Policy 

  The Lakewood Police Department recognizes the importance of working 

cooperatively with other organizations.  Through joint cooperative efforts, multiple 
agencies can often complete tasks that would not be possible through a singular 

effort.  The department will continually evaluate these efforts as priorities change 
and needs arise. 



 B. Procedure 

  1. Upon identifying the need to organize or participate in a task force, the 

following areas need to be addressed: 

   a. Identifying the purpose of the investigative task force. 

   b. Defining the authority, responsibilities, and written agreements. 

   c. Establishing accountability. 

   d. Identifying resources available to the investigative task force. 

  e. Evaluating the results of the task force and their continued 

necessity. 

4970 DRONE (UAS) 

A. Policy  

The purpose of this policy is to provide members of the Lakewood Police Department 

with guidance in deploying and using Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS), also referred to 

as drones, for use in operational and emergency situations. 
 

It is the policy of the Lakewood Police Department (LPD) that trained and authorized 
police personnel may deploy a UAS where the deployment and use of the UAS, and the 

collection of any UAS data, conform to this policy and applicable law.  The departmental 

use of the UAS will be in compliance with all Federal, State and local laws, including FAA 
guidelines.   

1.  Definitions  

a. Unmanned Aircraft System: An aircraft (sometimes called a “drone”) 
without a human pilot onboard.  Instead, the UAS is controlled from an 

operator on the ground through the use of a transmitter. 

b. Observer (UAS): A person who assists the UAS operator in duties 

associated with collision avoidance.  This includes, but is not limited to, 
avoidance of other traffic, clouds, obstructions and terrain.  Operators 

with authority to assist in the use of a UAS for LPD must have 
departmental approval, as set forth in this policy. 

c. Operator/Pilot (UAS): The individual exercising control over the UAS 
during flight.  Operators with authority to use a UAS for LPD must have 

department approval, as set forth in this policy.   

B. Procedure 

1. A UAS may be used or deployed for the following reasons: 



a. Search and Rescue: To assist in missing person investigations, or with other 

search and rescue efforts; 
 

b. Situational Awareness:  To assist in understanding the nature, scope and 
scale of a major incident.  To monitor conditions or assess infrastructure 

during or after a fire, flood, or other natural or human caused disaster.  To 

plan and coordinate an effective response to a natural or human caused 
disaster, and in post-incident analysis and documentation; 

 
c. Tactical Deployment:  To support the tactical deployment of an agent or 

equipment in an emergency situation (e.g., an incident involving a 
barricaded subject, the apprehension of a high risk fugitive, the execution of 

a high risk warrant, a hostage situation, or temporary perimeter security) 

where an aerial or horizontal view of the situation would help minimize the 
risk of harm to a  bystander, an agent, a suspect, or another member of the 

public, or increase the likelihood of bringing a potentially deadly situation to 
a peaceful resolution; 

 

d. Training and other educational purposes:  To train operators, observers and 
decision makers in the use of operation of the UAS, or to educate the public 

about the use of the Department’s UAS; 
 

e. Visual Perspective:  To provide an aerial view of an event such as a sporting 
event or festival, where an aerial view would be of assistance in providing 

information to decision makers, in ensuring the safety of an agent or a 

member of the public, for crowd control, traffic monitoring of traffic 
conditions, or for temporary perimeter security; 

2. Each deployment, other than for training, shall be authorized by a Commander 

prior to the flight. It is the responsibility of the UAS operator to ensure that 

Commander approval has been obtained.  

3. The UAS may also be used for other purposes not specifically delineated in this 
procedure, if such use is permitted under Federal, State or local laws.  The use 

of the UAS for purposes not outlined in this policy must be authorized by a 

Commander, prior to the flight.   

C. Rule  

1. The UAS shall be used only for law enforcement and public safety purposes. 

 
2. The UAS shall not be operated in an unsafe manner or in violation of FAA rules. 

 

3. The UAS shall not be equipped with a weapon of any kind. 
 

4. The UAS shall not be used for general surveillance.  
 

5. In absence of exigent circumstances, where there are specific, articulable grounds to 
believe that the UAS will collect evidence of criminal wrongdoing, and if the UAS will 

be used in a manner that may intrude upon reasonable expectations of privacy, the 

pilot shall ensure that a search warrant is obtained prior to conducting the flight. 
 

6. The UAS shall not be used for traffic enforcement purposes. 



 

7. Operators shall have and maintain a current FAA 14 C.F.R. 107 or Private Pilots Part 
61 certification in order to be eligible to deploy a UAS for any LPD mission.   

a. UAS Equipment 

(1)  The Special Teams section of the Patrol Division will maintain a Department-
owned UAS. The use of privately owned UASs is prohibited. The maintenance for 

the department owned UAS shall be in accordance with the manufacture’s 
recommendations.  

b. Visual Observer Requirements 

(1) In missions that occur in FAA controlled airspace, the Operator shall use an 

Observer and the aircraft must remain within the visual line-of-sight of either the 
Operator or Observer during flight in static scenes. The UAS shall remain close 

enough to the Operator and the Observer to be capable of seeing the UAS with 
vision unaided by any device other than corrective lenses.  

(2) The Observer shall have direct and immediate communication with the 
Operator during flight.  

c. Pre-Flight Briefing 

(1) A pre-flight briefing shall be conducted prior to each training or mission flight. 
This briefing shall include the Operator in Charge, Visual Observer, and 

supervisor at the rank of Commander or above. The briefing may include, but is 
not limited to: 

 Review of current and forecasted weather conditions. 

 Review of the current missions and expected outcome/goal. 

 Review of current Notice to Airmen (NOTAMS) and temporary flight 

restrictions that have been issued by the FAA for the proposed flight area, 
via www.faa.gov. 

 Review of proposed flight area to include maximum ceiling and floor. 

 Site survey to include exact location from airport and, depending on location, 

may preclude flight from occurring. Identify any mission limitations and 
safety issues such as GPS strength, potential radio interference, and battery 

charge. 

 Review communication procedures between the Operator and Visual 

Observer. Verify numbers used to communicate with Air Traffic Control in the 
event of a fly-away or other flight emergency. 

 Conduct pre-flight inspection utilizing approved checklist. 

 Employ the UAS with fail-safe features that include return to launch. 

(2) Operators and Observers are responsible for cordoning off and controlling 

access to the UAS takeoff and landing zones, to include emergency 

recovery/landing areas, and the route of flight between them for the duration of 
flight operations.  

(3) The emergency/landing area shall be no less than 25’ in diameter and shall 

be maintained during the entire mission.  

http://www.faa.gov/


d. Lost Link or Loss of Communication with UAS: 

(1)  In the event of a lost link or loss of communication with the UAS, the 

Operator shall immediately notify his/her Observer. The UAS will enter a fail-
safe/go home mode and will climb or lower to a predetermined altitude. This 

altitude will either be the factory determined altitude or an altitude designated by 

the Operator during pre-flight procedures. The UAS will then return to the launch 
area and begin to descend. The UAS will then land in the predetermined landing 

zone.  

e. Training: 

(1)  Operators and Observers that have been approved to fly missions are 

encouraged to train when time is available in areas that meet the requirements 
of FAA 14 C.F.R. 107. Command-level approval is not required for training 

missions.  

 

 


