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Glennon Heights Pool and Bathhouse Renovation 

Project Summary 

Project Background 

In the 2018 budget process, Lakewood’s City Council allocated funding to improve the 
bathhouse and baby pool at the outdoor Glennon Heights Pool. Glennon Heights Pool, 10600 
W. Virginia Avenue, was constructed in 1964 and was operated by Foothills Park and 
Recreation District until Lakewood assumed ownership in 1999. The facility offers a 25-meter 
pool with a diving board, above ground baby pool and small bath house.

Lakewood’s Community Resources Department completed its master plan, Imagine Lakewood!, 
in 2017 and through that process, learned that adding aquatic spray features to the City’s 
portfolio was desirable by the public. Due to that feedback, replacing the baby pool with a small 
spray ground was initially presented to the community, along with plans to replace the existing 
bathhouse, at a public meeting on June 12, 2018. 

Community Feedback 

Almost 60 residents attended the community meeting at the pool on June 12, 2018. Attendees 
reviewed proposed plans and demonstrated interest in various spray feature options. Attendees 
were also asked to indicate their preference between the existing baby pool and a spray ground. 
A similar exercise, asking pool visitors to indicate their preference between the existing baby 
pool and spray ground, was available at the pool in the days leading up to the meeting. 

Regarding the bathhouse renovation, staff learned that meeting attendees were generally 
excited and happy about the proposed changes. Attendees were asked to show their preference 
between two color schemes and the more muted palette, featuring grays, beiges, soft blues and 
greens, was most preferred. Comments received in writing, while few regarding the bathhouse 
specifically, expressed excitement for the improvements. 

Regarding the baby pool improvements, staff heard a much broader range of views and 
opinions. In the week leading up to the meeting, visitors showed more interest in retaining the 
existing baby pool than replacing it with a spray ground. At the meeting itself, there was more 
interest in replacing the pool with a spray ground. Some visitors and meeting attendees request 
both the baby pool and a spray ground. Attendees had the opportunity to place dots on specific 
spray elements that interested them. A spray tunnel, spraying frog and taller features for 
hovering under were very popular choices. 

Comments received in writing favored keeping existing baby pool. Through this process, staff 
learned that the Glennon Heights baby pool is special to many families in the area. The 
comments and letters in favor of keeping the baby pool centered around the calm and peaceful 
experience it creates which is helpful to get babies, toddlers and small children comfortable in 
the water. 

While there is certainly the interest and desire to add spray features to this facility, there is also 
a strong connection to the existing baby pool. Given the project’s budgetary constraints and 
based on all the feedback in aggregate, the desired direction is to leave the existing baby pool 
in place, making minor modifications so that it is fully accessible to all visitors per today’s code, 
and consider the addition of a small spray ground as a future phase when funding is available.  
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Design Plans 

Our consultant has finalized the design for a new, fully accessible bathhouse which will include 
a new entry configuration, men’s and women’s locker rooms with toilets, sinks and showers, 
family changing rooms, lockers, additional storage space and a lifeguard office. 

The existing baby pool will remain in place with the addition of a zero-depth entry access point 
from the southwest side of the pool. This shallow area will include a gentle bubble water feature 
which is low impact and very appealing to babies and toddlers. The zero-depth entry, which is 
required in order to bring the pool into ADA compliance, facilitates the expansion of the deck 
around the baby pool, allowing for a better experience for caregivers. The baby pool will be 
accessible via a ramp from the renovated bath house and stairs. The large pool area will 
receive pool shell enhancements.

Project Timeline 

Construction should begin in late spring of 2019. 
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