
FULL COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE 

LAKEWOOD ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 

JUNE 16, 2021 
@ 7:00 p.m. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

Phone Number: 1-669-900-9128 
Webinar ID: 985 0277 4598 

(press # after entering the webinar id then press # once more to join the meeting) 
Press *9 to Request to Speak 

(You will be prompted when to speak) 
Press *6 to Unmute to Speak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Chair Peggy Ralph 
 

2. ROLL CALL – Secretary Jamie Cornell 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT – Chair Peggy Ralph 
 

4. CORRESPONDENCE – Secretary Jamie Cornell 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 19, 2021, LAC Full Commission Minutes 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS -  
 

A. Getting the word out about the LAC 
1. Lakewood article – June Edition, Looking at Lakewood  
2. Speakers Bureau – Update 

B. Diversity Committee Update – Ordinance effective August 11, 2021 
C. ACIC 2014-02 Attendance Policy – Pending LAC Policy and Procedure 

Update 
D. LAC Solar Energy Grassroots Proposal is being addressed by the City’s 

Sustainability Division.  Respectfully, LAC will no longer be working on 
this. 
 
 

 

Lakewood Advisory Commission meetings are public virtual meetings where members are 

encouraged to participate.  In order to ensure productive meetings, Lakewood Advisory 

Commission members, as well as visiting guests, are respectfully asked to avoid 

grandstanding or repeating a point that has already been made, challenge ideas – not people, 

and to stay on task and topic.   



7. NEW BUSINESS

A. ACIC vs LAC Document discussion
1. Changing all documents from ACIC to LAC
2. Attorney recommendations

B. New Commissioners Subcommittee assignments
1. Kip Kolkmeier - Neighborhoods
2. John Claus – Civic Awareness

8. CITY CLERK’S OFFICE –

• Bruce to update on LAC documents and Policy and Procedure manual

9. OFFICERS   REPORTS

• Chair Peggy Ralph Vice

• Chair Casey Hensley

• Secretary Jamie Cornell

10. REPORTS

• Sustainability – Chair Andrea Gelfuso Goetz

• Neighborhoods – Chair Kate McBride

• Civic Awareness – Chair Nicole Malandri

• Ambassador’s Reports

11. ADJOURN

Agenda Attachments:  

• Full Commission Meeting Minutes May 19, 2021

• Illegal Use of Fireworks Final Proposal

LAC Assignments waiting to be completed: 
• 2018-02: Municipal Broadband – Paused Indefinitely
• 2019-01: Community Gardens 2.0 – Paused Indefinitely
• 2019-03: Kids Visiting Seniors – Presentation recorded awaiting official Council

meeting date
• 2019-04: Vehicle Anti-Idling – Presentation recorded awaiting official Council

meeting date
• 2020-04: Illegal Use of Fireworks – Presenting to Commission
• 2020-05: Neighborhood Links – In Progress

LAC Grassroots Proposals in approval process: 

• Sustainability #2



FULL COMMISSION MEETING 
MAY 19, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting 

MINUTES 

1.CALL TO ORDER

Chair Peggy Ralph called the virtual meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Bernie Barthel, Heide Barthel, Jamie Cornell, Emily 
Gambone, Andrea Gelfuso Goetz, Karen Gordey, Roberto Gurza, Casey Hensley, 
Rigby Johnson, Nicole Malandri, KateMcBride, Joshua Oliver, Peggy Ralph, Diane 
Rhodes, Chris Rivard and Josh Stamps,  

Commissioners Absent: Jim Bunch, Roger Freeman, Laurence Lieber, Karen Morgan, 
Marsha Osborn, Dave Rein, Carina Weadock and Glenn Weadock  

A total of 16 members were present and 8 members were absent. A quorum was 
present.  

Staff Present: Bruce Roome, City Clerk and Rosa Tate, BOC Coordinator 

Guests: John Claus and Kip Kolkmeier  

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

Comments received via telephone: 
None  

Comments received via Lakewood Speaks: 
None  

4. CORRESPONDENCE

None received by Secretary Cornell or City Clerk Roome 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Commissioner Gurza to approve the March 17, 2021 Full 
Commission Minutes. The motion was seconded.  

Vote: All Ayes, No Nays. The motion passed. 
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6. NEW BUSINESS

A. Welcome New Members - Chair Ralph introduced Kip Kolkmeier and John Claus
who will be appointed by Council May 24, 2021.

B. Presentation Overview Google Drive - Vice Chair Hensley gave an overview of
Google Drive and how to find and add documents.

C. Diversity Committee Update - City Clerk Roome stated Committee will be official
August 12, 2021, 45 days after the ordinance passes. Chair Ralph asked Diversity Chair
Gordey to have her committee start looking at ways to engage renters, attend meetings
in Ward 2 for recruiting purposes. Chair Ralph announced Diversity Chair to be part of
the Executive Meeting starting in June.

D. ACIC 2014-02 Attendance Policy - Chair Ralph reminded everyone of the
attendance requirements. Please inform your Committee Chair if you will be absent.

E. Getting the word out about the LAC - Chair Ralph plans to spread the word using
the following: Articles published through Lakewood's communications team, speak at
local groups to educate them about the LAC and visits made to South Lakewood
Business Assoc, Lakewood Estates, Emerald Estates and Wildflower Patio HOA’s to
start.

F. Presentation Updates - City Clerk Roome updated the commission on their current
projects/presentations. 

7. REPORTS

COMMITTEES 

• Sustainability - Chair Gelfuso Goetz updated on xeriscaping, Lakewood gardens
and if any commissioners were interested in switching sub-committees.

• Neighborhoods - Chair McBride discussed Lakewood staff attending their
meeting to continue work on Neighborhood Links.

• Civic Awareness - Chair Malandri informed everyone that the Fireworks proposal
is ready to go in front of the Executive Committee in June. Chair Ralph and
Commissioner Barthel spoke of staff feedback regarding their presentation on
Unsafe Driving.

OFFICERS 

• Chair Ralph - No report
• Vice Chair Hensley - No report
• Secretary Cornell - No report
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AMBASSADOR REPORT 

• Commissioner Barthel updated everyone on the Jefferson County Open Space
(JCOS) committee's meeting earlier this month.

8. ADJOURN

There being no further business to come before the Full Commission, Chair Peggy 
Ralph adjourned the meeting at 7:49 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Jamie, Cornell, Secretary 
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Lakewood Advisory Commission  

 

Assignment #2020-04: Illegal Use of Fireworks 

 

Civic Awareness Committee 

Heide Barthel, Jim Bunch, Nicole Malandri,  

Karen Morgan, Joshua Oliver, Marsha Osborn 

6/8/2021 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT: Research and recommend solutions to reduce the illegal use of fireworks in the 

City of Lakewood. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

During the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, many residents turned to fireworks, often illegal, on a 

nightly basis for reasons that are beyond the scope of this assignment. Many public displays were 

cancelled last year and resources to address the issue were limited. This was not unique to 

Lakewood or Colorado, many cities and communities from coast to coast were dealing with 

unprecedent firework use. And for those communities where fireworks are illegal several 

programs have been developed over the years to help reduce illegal firework use. A summary of 

current laws concerning fireworks can be found in Appendix A. Fireworks statistics for the past 

couple years from Lakewood Police and West Metro Fire are outlined in Appendix B. To start 

and understand the issue we have outlined both the negative and positive impacts of fireworks. 

Then highlight several programs that have used by cities across the country to address fireworks.  

 

Negative Impacts 

 

Animals, Pets and Wildlife 

Animals that suffer from fireworks is a major concern for residents including the impacts to pet 

owners. From experience, having to medicate a pet in order to get through fireworks celebrations 

is not a fun stress to deal with. According to Jefferson County animal control officers, more dogs 

get lost around July 4 than any other time of the year. Reminders are sent that residents need to 

keep pets properly confined to avoid escape due to fear of fireworks. Having the dog’s license 

and identification up to date is important so that in the event your pet does escape, Animal 

Control can facilitate a quick return. And not just house pets, horse owners or other livestock 

owners will often have to medicate animals during the outbreak of fireworks. 

While impacts to wildlife population may not be as great of concern in an urban setting such as 

the City of Lakewood, we share our land with birds, squirrels, beavers and various other animals. 

Birds have severe anxiety symptoms and can and will abandon nests entirely, have affected sleep 

patterns for weeks after, lose weight, have respiratory issues, and a few other notable problems. 

A lot of those problems cross through various species of animals. It would be unfair to forget 

about entire populations of animals because they aren’t pets. Even if our everyday activity 

bothers them to a degree we can still be mindful and acknowledge our impact. 

https://www.animal-ethics.org/how-fireworks-harm-nonhuman-animals/ 

https://natlands.org/fireworks-wildlife/ 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/grrlscientist/2017/12/30/how-do-fireworks-harm-wild-birds/amp/ 

https://www.animal-ethics.org/how-fireworks-harm-nonhuman-animals/
https://natlands.org/fireworks-wildlife/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/grrlscientist/2017/12/30/how-do-fireworks-harm-wild-birds/amp/
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https://www.npr.org/2019/06/29/737001802/this-4th-of-july-think-of-your-feathered-friends-as-

you-plan-for-fireworks 

The deleterious effects on wildlife that is attributed to fireworks can also be attributed to any 

noise that is loud. Most fireworks are below 120 decibels, which is the about the same as 

chainsaws and concerts. Louder fireworks may be 150 decibels, which is in the range of sirens, 

jet engines, and gunshots, which can all be found in an urban setting 

(https://soundproofingguide.com/decibels-level-comparison-chart/).  

All these other activities may also have an effect on wildlife. In fact, research shows just 

increased foot traffic is having a harmful effect on wildlife abandoning babies 

(https://www.adventure-journal.com/2019/08/growing-hiking-crowds-are-messing-up-elk-

reproduction-in-colorado/). The American Pyrotechnics Association is unaware of any official 

tracking or studies done on wildlife impacts; however, they do say that permits are generally not 

allowed in known areas of endangered species habitats, similar to other activities such as ATV 

use. In an urban setting such as Lakewood, there are likely enough other factors that fireworks 

are not the majority cause of any problem related to wildlife. 

 

PTSD, Veterans 

In terms of veterans in Colorado, they make up 8.4% of our population according to a post using 

U.S. Census Data, ranking us at #19 in the nation and many may suffer from PTSD as well. An 

average of 15% of veterans may have PTSD. So, assuming 8.4% veterans in Colorado, that 

means 1.3% of the population may have PTSD. 

https://247wallst.com/special-report/2020/07/02/states-with-the-most-veterans-3/ 

The PTSD of citizens who have suffered from gun violence is a separate issue as well, something 

that is rarely spoken of or tracked. Fireworks can trigger episodes for them as well. 

 

Noise ordinance  

The explosion and noise from fireworks most impact residents. There is a Lakewood noise 

control ordinance (Ord. O-86-42 § 1 (part), 1986). No person shall knowingly make or continue, 

or cause to be made or continued, any unreasonable noise within the city. There are some general 

quiet hours from 10 PM to 7 AM to limit unreasonable noise during the night. When fireworks 

go off at unreasonable hours or during midnight on New Year’s Day it can disrupt sleeping 

children, workers, and residents in a neighborhood.   

 

Injuries 

Each July 4th, thousands of people, most often children and teens, are injured while using 

consumer fireworks. Despite the dangers of fireworks, few people understand the associated 

risks - devastating burns, other injuries, fires, and even death. It’s important to practice safety 

measures when using fireworks. Serious misuse and illegal explosives account for a large 

number of firework-related injuries each year. From the American Pyrotechnics Association 

·        67% of all firework-related injuries happen during the month of July  

·        690 people use emergency services for firework-related injuries on July 4 

·        Seven people die due to fireworks each year 

While those numbers may seem frightening, remember that only 0.04% of non-fatal injuries 

were firework-related. Firework injury rate was almost 42% lower in 2015 than 2000, even 

though in 2015 there were 285.3 million pounds of fireworks used compared to 2000’s 152.2 

million pounds.” Only 12% of those with firework injuries that went to the emergency room 

https://www.npr.org/2019/06/29/737001802/this-4th-of-july-think-of-your-feathered-friends-as-you-plan-for-fireworks
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/29/737001802/this-4th-of-july-think-of-your-feathered-friends-as-you-plan-for-fireworks
https://soundproofingguide.com/decibels-level-comparison-chart/
https://www.adventure-journal.com/2019/08/growing-hiking-crowds-are-messing-up-elk-reproduction-in-colorado/
https://www.adventure-journal.com/2019/08/growing-hiking-crowds-are-messing-up-elk-reproduction-in-colorado/
https://247wallst.com/special-report/2020/07/02/states-with-the-most-veterans-3/
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were admitted to a hospital. Most injuries were caused by sparklers. (from the consumer product 

safety link above). 

In the Fireworks-Related Deaths, Emergency Department-Treated Injuries, and Enforcement 

Activities During 2019 report from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission:  

• CPSC staff received reports of 12 non-occupational, fireworks-related deaths during 

2019. Seven of the deaths were associated with misuse of fireworks, 2 deaths were 

associated with fireworks device malfunction (late ignition), and 3 incidents were 

associated with unknown circumstances. 

• Fireworks were involved with an estimated 10,000 injuries treated in U.S. hospital 

emergency departments during calendar year 2019. The estimated rate of fireworks-

related, emergency department-treated injuries in the United States is 3.1 per 100,000 

individuals. 

• An estimated 7,300 fireworks-related injuries (or 73 percent of the total estimated 

fireworks related injuries in 2019) were treated in U.S. hospital emergency departments 

during the 1-month special study period between June 21, 2019 and July 21, 2019. 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/2019-Fireworks-Annual-

Report.pdf?La_ZzaoEeI_FXhMNJSoIyO8BhrBbcA4B 

 

Fires 

Fireworks started an estimated 19,500 fires in 2018, including 1,900 structure fires, 500 vehicle 

fires, and 17,100 outside and other fires. These fires caused five deaths, 46 civilian injuries, and 

$105 million in direct property damage.  www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-

risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Fireworks 

 

Positive Impacts 

 

Patriotic Independence Day/ Social/Family Gatherings 

Fourth of July is national holiday honoring the independence of the United States of America 

and a popular time for parades, firework shows, and family gatherings. While there may be 

several impacts from fireworks, for many it is way to celebrate the USA and our freedoms.  

On the other side, the Department of Defense itself supports Independence Day activities. 

Demonstrations often include flyover of jet planes, with sounds as loud as fireworks.  In 2020, In 

all, some 1,700 troops will work to support the Department of the Interior with demonstrations 

… according to a statement from Lt. Col. Chris Mitchell, a Pentagon spokesman. 

(https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/26/1700-troops-will-support-july-4-salute-

america-demonstrations-pentagon-says.html) 

Many in the military enjoy Independence Day as a way to celebrate the freedoms they fight for. 

“To veterans, the loved ones of the fallen, current service members and their families, it is 

Independence Day. On July Fourth, they celebrate the country and the independence they and 

their loved ones were willing to sacrifice their lives for. Perhaps this Independence Day, all can 

join our veterans in truly appreciating what our independence and freedom mean as well as the 

cost to achieve it.” https://www.vcstar.com/story/news/2020/06/29/ventura-veterans-fourth-july-

independence-day-carries-deeper-meaning/3223233001/ 

The American Psychological Association says “The Fourth of July holiday is an opportunity to 

extend gratitude and show support to our troops and their families and acknowledge their 

important contribution to the well-being and safety of our country. All people, not just those 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/2019-Fireworks-Annual-Report.pdf?La_ZzaoEeI_FXhMNJSoIyO8BhrBbcA4B
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/2019-Fireworks-Annual-Report.pdf?La_ZzaoEeI_FXhMNJSoIyO8BhrBbcA4B
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Fireworks
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Fireworks
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/26/1700-troops-will-support-july-4-salute-america-demonstrations-pentagon-says.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/26/1700-troops-will-support-july-4-salute-america-demonstrations-pentagon-says.html
https://www.vcstar.com/story/news/2020/06/29/ventura-veterans-fourth-july-independence-day-carries-deeper-meaning/3223233001/
https://www.vcstar.com/story/news/2020/06/29/ventura-veterans-fourth-july-independence-day-carries-deeper-meaning/3223233001/
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involved in the military, benefit from community support, and an emotional show of support is 

important to everyone’s health and well-being.” https://www.apa.org/topics/military-

veterans/support 

 

RESEARCH AND KEY FINDINGS: 

 

Education and Information Efforts 

Lakewood uses social media, its website, e-newsletters and other communication channels to let 

residents know using fireworks is illegal in the city and encouraging them to enjoy a public show 

instead as fireworks season approaches. Folks may purchase fireworks in the unincorporated part 

of Jefferson County (if sales are allowed) and then they drive home to Lakewood and don’t 

realize that they have crossed the city line and the fireworks are not legal.  

  

Website  

Lakewood has a standing page about fireworks on the website here: 

(https://www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/City-Managers-

Office/Communications/Fireworks-Prohibited-in-Lakewood) 

It includes some information on prohibited fireworks, a link to a map for people of 

Lakewood to drop pins of illegal firework activity as well as a PSA from the fire and 

police chief.  They speak about the issues of firework related injuries, the stress it puts on 

pets and veterans suffering from PTSD. There’s a specific hotline for fireworks 

complaints as well 303-980-7300, and that you can dispose unwanted fireworks at fire 

stations. A search at the city homepage pulled up this web page but as the holiday draws 

near it may be useful to put the front and center on the homepage.  

Lakewood has used the digital engagement platform, Lakewood Together.org/ the City of 

Lakewood's community engagement portal. The site has a flyer that residents can share 

with neighbors, and a mapping tool that residents can use to report the use of illegal 

fireworks. The data from this site has helped the Lakewood Police Department plan their 

targeted patrols during the Fourth of July weekend for the following year. A similar site 

was available for 2020 and 2021. https://www.lakewoodtogether.org/lakewoodfireworks.   

  

https://www.apa.org/topics/military-veterans/support
https://www.apa.org/topics/military-veterans/support
https://www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/City-Managers-Office/Communications/Fireworks-Prohibited-in-Lakewood
https://www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/City-Managers-Office/Communications/Fireworks-Prohibited-in-Lakewood
https://www.lakewoodtogether.org/
https://www.lakewoodtogether.org/lakewoodfireworks
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 PSA  

In the past the Lakewood police chief and the West Metro Fire Chief do a joint video 

about the restrictions and dangers of illegal fireworks. This message is available on the 

city website and could be widely shared via other media platforms.   

There are additional public education campaigns from the National Fire Protection 

Association. It's written in an easy to digest format for kids and teens. The free resource 

sheet was informative, and the inclusion of easy to digest infographs, videos, and social 

media picture cards that they have in there are good examples of fun but effective 

educational tools. www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonal-fire-

causes/Fireworks 

 

 Signs 

Additional signs may help with educating residents about fireworks restrictions. 

Welcome to Lakewood signs are visible throughout the major roads corridors entering the 

city, but with car speeds and visibility not sure how many folks would catch the 

information. Electronic variable messages signs could be used along key roads to remind 

residents fireworks are illegal. An electronic sign on 6th Ave was out that flashed “You 

Light It, We Ticket It. Fireworks Fine $2,650.”   

The City could provide yard signs that neighbors can put in their yards to remind folks 

about the regulations.  

Additional information concerning fireworks could be added to current park rules and 

regulations signs that could assist with education efforts.  

 

 
 

There are many locations that the city already has informational signs posted and could 

add special fireworks signs around the July 4th holiday. 

 

http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Fireworks
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Fireworks
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Newsletter 

The Looking at Lakewood newsletter is focused on providing Lakewood residents with 

information about their city government, the printed newsletter is mailed to all residential 

and business addresses in Lakewood, typically 4-6 times a year. Information about 

fireworks should be included before July 4th holiday to remind residents about firework 

restrictions. A recent search of past editions did not show any articles concerning the 

illegal use of fireworks.  

 

 Social Media 

In some years, Lakewood has had a fairly extensive campaign on social media about 

fireworks, and in the last two years West Metro Fire also posts on social media around 

the July 4th holiday. Posts were made on Twitter, Facebook and Nextdoor about the 

impacts of fireworks on pets and possible fines.  

  

 Catchy Name 

Having a catchy campaign name that folks remember will help with sharing information. 

As an example, Clark County and the city of Las Vegas, NV use You Light It, We Write 

It.  If you're tired of the illegal fireworks and want to help stop their use, please tell your 

neighbors about our You Light It, We Write It effort. Show them this website. Encourage 

them to report the use of illegal fireworks at www.ISpyFireworks.com in order to collect 

data about hot spots. Disseminate our fliers. Share the content using the hashtag 

#YouLightItWeWriteIt. Humor or a catchy phrase may help make the message stick.   

 

Public Display/Big Boom Bash 

Many local communities hold community fireworks events during the July 4th holiday including 

Golden, Arvada, and Denver. Fireworks displays are sponsored by cities and public entities and 

provided a safe and accessible forum and do much to discourage the use of fireworks or similar 

items by individuals and small neighborhood groups. Research from Southern California cities 

demonstrates that when municipalities get together and offer such events, complaints go way 

down and individual use also is greatly diminished. 

In 2017 the LAC or ACIC at the time recommended that a community event be held that 

included a firework show and the Big Boom Bash was launched. Lakewood City Council likely 

saw a decline in fireworks complaints since the city started the Big Boom Bash. Numbers from 

the Lakewood Police Department for 2017 indicated that in just the three days surrounding the 
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July 4th holiday there were over 1800 complaints regarding illegal fireworks in Lakewood. In 

the two subsequent years when a free public fireworks display was held the numbers dropped to 

less than 200 each year. A substantial improvement! In 2020 when public gatherings were not 

allowed and the firework display was not held, the complaints rose back up to over 1000.This 

really indicates that the public fireworks display achieves the intended goal of reducing the use 

of illegal fireworks. This not only reduces nuisance police calls but also fires and injuries. 

The City is indeed planning for a public firework display around the 4th of July 2021. The Big 

Boom Bash will be held at the Jeffco Stadium but with no public gatherings at that site. Sites 

from which to watch the fireworks displays will be around the city at different open high ground 

spaces such as parking lots so people can congregate with distancing in mind. The date will be 

July 3 with a rain date of July 4, at 9:00 pm. A list of possible viewing sites is available and a 

public awareness campaign will be launched to promote the event and also to educate the public 

about the illegal use of fireworks. Signage will be out to promote the Big Boom Bash and one 

type to also consider are the electronic/magnetic digital signage along major street corridors and 

around shopping areas a week before the event. 

www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/Community-Resources/Arts-and-Culture/Arts-

and-Culture-Events/Big-Boom-Bash 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania held such an event in 2020. The Southern California cities also are 

planning for such types of events as a means to discourage the illegal use of fireworks by private 

citizens. One way to get the word out around a public awareness campaign is to hand out yard 

signs, such as the ones around elections, and put them in peoples’ front yards, both to promote 

the public event and to point out that fireworks by private citizens are illegal. 

 

Designated dates or zones 

Westminster allows fireworks on specific dates from midnight July 3 through noon July 5. 

Permissible fireworks are non-explosive pyrotechnics that are not intended to leave the ground or 

create a loud noise and include: Fountains, Ground spinners, Illuminating torches, Dipped sticks 

and sparklers, Trick noise makers.  

Florida residents can now legally use fireworks in the state - at least for three days out of the 

year. Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a law allowing for them to be used on New Year’s Day, July 4th 

and on New Year’s Eve. The new law is a change from past restrictions on the selling and use of 

the items, which were considered unlawful by Florida Statutes – expect for those used to frighten 

birds that were near fish hatcheries or specific agriculture in the state. “The state law changed, 

but it specifically states that the change does not supersede local law or even homeowner’s 

association rules,” North Port Fire Chief Scott Titus explained. “It’s our position that keeping 

fireworks out of the hands of non-professionals is safer for the citizens and properties in our 

city.” Titus said current weather conditions are “not conducive” to changing the ban on 

fireworks, especially because of the rash of lightning strike brush fires over the past week. 

https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/news/fireworks-are-legal-in-florida-but-theres-a-

catch/article_5a5a9342-bbd7-11ea-be0c-b75781c6b8d8.html 

In Utah various municipalities have outlined dates in which fireworks are allowed and maps 

where fireworks are prohibited. A list of fireworks restrictions including maps has been complied 

by the Utah Department of Safety Fire Marshall. firemarshal.utah.gov/department-

services/fireworks-restricted-areas/ Communities in California have also created “No Fireworks 

Zones” and identified specific neighborhoods.  

 

http://www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/Community-Resources/Arts-and-Culture/Arts-and-Culture-Events/Big-Boom-Bash
http://www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/Community-Resources/Arts-and-Culture/Arts-and-Culture-Events/Big-Boom-Bash
https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/news/fireworks-are-legal-in-florida-but-theres-a-catch/article_5a5a9342-bbd7-11ea-be0c-b75781c6b8d8.html
https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/news/fireworks-are-legal-in-florida-but-theres-a-catch/article_5a5a9342-bbd7-11ea-be0c-b75781c6b8d8.html
https://firemarshal.utah.gov/department-services/fireworks-restricted-areas/
https://firemarshal.utah.gov/department-services/fireworks-restricted-areas/
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Buyback Programs 

One community suggested a fireworks buyback or take back program, similar to a gun buyback 

program where people bring their unwanted guns to an event run through the sheriff’s office and 

they get money for their guns. Some feel an issue with just telling people not to set off fireworks 

is that people have already bought them and don’t want to waste their money. Fire departments 

have also taken back fireworks, no questions asked. to help reduce the use. Disposal of fireworks 

may be tricky for many residents.  

 

Reporting App 

Residents are often urged NOT to call 911 to report illegal fireworks. It is important to keep 911 

free for life-threatening emergencies. Instead, online tools have been developed to help crack 

down on illegal fireworks by reporting location complaints online. Clark County and the city of 

Las Vegas, NV use www.ISpyFireworks.com. The information will allow officials to collect data 

about where illegal fireworks are being ignited so they can plan future law enforcement actions. 

It is important for neighbors to help spread the word about these reporting apps including sharing 

the information in neighborhood newsletters and on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, NextDoor and 

other social media. Lakewood had used a similar online reporting system. 

The public may also call police non-emergency number, to report illegal fireworks usage 

complaints but the call may not result in a police dispatch due to the need to prioritize emergency 

responses. On busy nights like the Fourth of July, police and fire enforcement teams can see for 

themselves where the fireworks are coming from and will respond according to available 

resources. Some communities set up special reporting phone numbers, hotlines, and resources 

during the July 4th holiday week. Anonymous tip lines have been set up to report illegal 

fireworks position and use. Photos can also be uploaded by reporting parties. 

 

ShotSpotter 

There is also a new technology including a device called ShotSpotter that detects when gun shots 

are fired and can give police the approximate location from where it was fired. They can then 

pinpoint hotspots. This device also picks up fireworks or any kind of explosives. ShotSpotter was 

designed to pinpoint gunshots. Now police are using it to find people setting off illegal 

fireworks.  https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/7/5/21312671/shotspotter-nyc-shootings-fireworks-

nypd-civil-rights 

 

Drones 

Some cities are using drones to monitor where these illegal fireworks activities are taking place. 
The Seaside Fire Department will deploy drones to monitor places open to the public for fire 

safety hazards and gather data which is expected to result in video evidence of illegal firework 

possession and use. These drones will be used for enforcement. 

https://www.ci.seaside.ca.us/649/Illegal-Fireworks-Enforcement 

 

Fines 

A City Council request for Legislative Modifications was recently submitted by two City 

Council members. The modification requested would increase the penalties for violations of 

Lakewood’s firework ban (5.20.020). Currently a person in violation is subject to a max fine of 

$2650.00 or 365 days in jail (1.16.020(A)), though the actual penalty assessed does vary and is 

often less. There have been 34 violations written since 2018 and the fines have ranged from $200 

http://www.ispyfireworks.com/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/7/5/21312671/shotspotter-nyc-shootings-fireworks-nypd-civil-rights
https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/7/5/21312671/shotspotter-nyc-shootings-fireworks-nypd-civil-rights
https://www.ci.seaside.ca.us/649/Illegal-Fireworks-Enforcement
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to $475 for defendants who have plead guilty. Fireworks violations are actually paid more 

frequently than many of the other tickets and the city received payment on approximately 90% of 

the fireworks tickets received from 2019 forward (11 tickets). The court has a process to send 

tickets to collections for payment if the fines remain outstanding. Because there is such a high 

rate of payment on these fines, there does not seem to be a benefit to creating some type of 

alternative sentencing for these types of charges. 

 

Enforcement Strategies 

Increased enforcement will take resources away from other much needed areas. One of the 

biggest problems for enforcement is the legislation regarding fireworks. Until the State of 

Colorado makes selling and using fireworks illegal for the entire state, law enforcement will 

never have the teeth they need to appropriately enforce the laws. Right now, it is confusing to the 

community that it is illegal to purchase and use fireworks in Lakewood, but you can travel to 

unincorporated portions of Jefferson and Douglas Counties (among others) to purchase and use 

them. It also makes it very difficult to enforce those individuals that travel to Wyoming and 

purchase fireworks there and bring them back into our state. To issue a citation for fireworks the 

agent must either see the person light the fireworks off or have a reporting party/witness be 

willing to “sign the complaint” for the citation to be issued. 

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) states that the Fourth of July is the most 

hazardous day to be out on the roads. More people are hurt in July 4th car accidents than through 

the use of fireworks. Colorado law enforcement has a special enforcement period from July 2-6 

which involved 73 law enforcement agencies across the state with increased patrols. During the 

2019 Fourth of July enforcement period, 311 DUI arrests were made. In 2019, Jefferson County 

saw an estimated 60 deaths from alcohol-related accidents When compared to the 12 deaths 

nationwide attributed to fireworks it is clear where enforcement efforts should be prioritized or 

cost of extra enforcement should be weighed against keeping the community safe. The reality is 

while fireworks are annoyance for some and there many complaints, there much more serious 

injuries and damage caused by impaired drivers for example and efforts that address that will 

help keep the community safer.  

https://www.today.com/news/4th-july-safety-tips-deadliest-day-road-t157695 

https://www.bustle.com/articles/94406-the-most-common-fourth-of-july-injury-isnt-what-youd-

think-heres-how-to-stay 

https://www.codot.gov/news/2020/july-2020/trafficsafety-news-4thjuly 

https://www.denvertriallawyers.com/news/study-colorado-counties-with-the-highest-drinking-

and-driving-

fatalities/#:~:text=Even%20with%20a%20population%20of,2019%2C%2041%20people%20we

re%20killed. 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/2019-Fireworks-Annual-

Report.pdf?La_ZzaoEeI_FXhMNJSoIyO8BhrBbcA4B 

 

Plain Clothes Officers/Security Guards/Firefighters 

Around such public events other cities (Palo Alto, Menlo Park, CA) have also hired extra 

security firms before and after the July 4th date to educate and enforce the laws around fireworks 

and explosives. Using plain clothes officers may be an effective use of resources to target areas 

of concerns if they are able to witness the illegal use. Could be beneficial to incorporate the West 

Metro Fire Department into the enforcement/education duties. They have more knowledge on 

https://www.today.com/news/4th-july-safety-tips-deadliest-day-road-t157695
https://www.bustle.com/articles/94406-the-most-common-fourth-of-july-injury-isnt-what-youd-think-heres-how-to-stay
https://www.bustle.com/articles/94406-the-most-common-fourth-of-july-injury-isnt-what-youd-think-heres-how-to-stay
https://www.codot.gov/news/2020/july-2020/trafficsafety-news-4thjuly
https://www.denvertriallawyers.com/news/study-colorado-counties-with-the-highest-drinking-and-driving-fatalities/#:~:text=Even%20with%20a%20population%20of,2019%2C%2041%20people%20were%20killed.
https://www.denvertriallawyers.com/news/study-colorado-counties-with-the-highest-drinking-and-driving-fatalities/#:~:text=Even%20with%20a%20population%20of,2019%2C%2041%20people%20were%20killed.
https://www.denvertriallawyers.com/news/study-colorado-counties-with-the-highest-drinking-and-driving-fatalities/#:~:text=Even%20with%20a%20population%20of,2019%2C%2041%20people%20were%20killed.
https://www.denvertriallawyers.com/news/study-colorado-counties-with-the-highest-drinking-and-driving-fatalities/#:~:text=Even%20with%20a%20population%20of,2019%2C%2041%20people%20were%20killed.
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/2019-Fireworks-Annual-Report.pdf?La_ZzaoEeI_FXhMNJSoIyO8BhrBbcA4B
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/2019-Fireworks-Annual-Report.pdf?La_ZzaoEeI_FXhMNJSoIyO8BhrBbcA4B
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how many people are injured due to fireworks and their assistance would not only help saturate 

the community with knowledge but show a united front between first responders. 

  

Volunteers 

Lakewood Police have utilized trained Lakewood volunteers in the past and have had success 

doing so. Due to COVID-19 they did not have the volunteer group out in 2020. The Volunteers 

have typically been used to provide extra patrols and education in years past. Due to them being 

volunteers they cannot conduct enforcement but they are a conduit to the agents on patrol and 

can report their findings. Typically, between two and four volunteers per night have been on-

duty. And Lakewood Police are hoping to revitalize the program this year. The Chief of Police 

does not have the authority to “deputize” anyone. The Sherriff of the county is the only one 

granted those permissions and the liability would be too great in this sort of situation. 

   

Fire Restrictions 

Many communities including Jefferson County closely tie the seasonal use of fireworks with 

current fire danger and restrictions that may be in place at the time. This is especially common in 

the mountain towns where there is greater threat of wildfires. Often if there is high fire danger, 

then firework shows are cancelled. If fire restrictions are in place or if a Red Flag Day is in 

effect, no fireworks of any kind are allowed. Residents may be more understanding of the extra 

hazard fireworks pose on high fire danger days and not light or ignite them.  

 

How to treat a neighbor  

Many neighbors would appreciate having honest conversations first rather than reporting 

neighbors. Some neighbors are quick to report complaints for various issues, barking dogs, 

parked vehicles are common. But all involved need to be willing to listen to each other and 

understand the concerns raised. Residents need to understand the negative impacts of fireworks 

and understand the impact they have on their neighborhood. Understandably many are not 

comfortable confronting the individual. But if they report then they should also be willing to 

provide witness statements. Seaside, CA is offering residents financial incentives, a $50 reward, 

to report fireworks problems and be willing to compete witness statements. Online forums such 

as Nextdoor also provide an avenue for neighbors to express concerns and complainants and 

fireworks watch groups have been set up.  

 

No Action, not a problem for many 

And for some residents there are greater concerns than fireworks and feel that this an issue that 

would take valuable resources away from more concerning efforts. It is already illegal, so just 

enforce when you can. For the most part this only is a problem a couple times a year around the 

Fourth of July and on New Year’s. Most of those who shoot of fireworks in a neighborhood wrap 

it up by 11:00 PM.  There are more serious crimes happening throughout the Metro Area and 

resources are better spent there.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

1. Continue offering a Public Event such as the Big Boom Bash, offered again this year, which 

has been a proven strategy to discourage personal use of illegal fireworks, as noted in our 

research for the City of Lakewood, and other cities around the country. Complaints are 
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severely reduced when such events are planned and held. And residents can plan accordingly 

for a set night and time, instead of all hours of the night and random nights.  

 

2. Increase efforts toward an educational awareness campaign by the City through the use of 

yard signs, Lakewood Speaks, Looking at Lakewood, and other social media, and set up a 

campaign signs throughout city neighborhoods and parks (by volunteers perhaps) reinforcing 

that fireworks are illegal. This should start about a month before the 4th of July and 

continuing a month past. (Also a good tracking device around New Year’s Eve). 

 

3. It will be difficult to reduce the use of illegal fireworks without reliable enforcement. If 

possible, increase and prioritize enforcement for the use of illegal fireworks and other 

incendiary devices (such as sparklers, Roman candles, smoke bombs) by providing extra 

patrols throughout neighborhoods through the use of police, hiring extra security forces, use 

of volunteers or a special task force. Seek alternative funding sources to support these efforts. 

On the other hand, the commission recognizes that there are several other safety priorities 

that night including DUIs that will require more consideration.  

 

4.  Increase fines for the use of illegal fireworks and incendiary devices even for first time 

offenders and double for repeat offenders. 

 

5. Consider technology such as ShotSpotter, used by Palo Alto, California, for law enforcement  

to track not only gunfire but fireworks, as noted in our research above. Or deploy drones, as 

used in Seaside, California, to provide surveillance of areas with a large number of fire 

complaints. 
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Appendix A 

Current Laws 

 

State 

Colorado law regulates the sale and use of fireworks (section 12-28-101, et seq., C.R.S.). 

Permissible fireworks are non-explosive and are not intended to leave the ground. Specifically, 

they are small firework devices that produce audible or visual effects through combustion. The 

types of fireworks that are permissible in Colorado are:  

• fountains, ground spinners, illuminating torches; dipped sticks and sparklers; toy; trick 

noise makers; and tube devices. 

Anyone selling fireworks in Colorado must first obtain a license. Municipalities can further 

restrict the types of fireworks that can be sold or used within their boundaries and may ban the 

sale and use altogether. 

https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/14-11_update_2003_fireworks_lawsib.pdf 

 

Unincorporated Jefferson County 

Unincorporated Jefferson County follows Colorado State Law concerning the use of fireworks.  

Citizens wishing to obtain current fire restriction or fire ban information, firework regulations or 

burn permit information are able to dial the Fire Information Hotline at 303-271-8200. 

It is Unlawful 

• For anyone to possess or discharge any fireworks, other than permissible fireworks, 

anywhere in the state 

• For anyone to sell fireworks unless that person is licensed as a retailer, wholesaler or 

exporter 

• For anyone to knowingly provide or sell any fireworks to anyone under 16 

• For anyone under 16 to purchase any fireworks, including permissible fireworks 

• For anyone under 16 to possess and discharge permissible fireworks, unless that person is 

under adult supervision 

Permissible Fireworks include cylindrical or cone fountains, wheels and ground spinners, 

illuminating torches and colored fire, dipped sticks and sparklers, toy propellant or toy smoke 

devices, trick noise makers and snake or glow worms are all permissible when a fire restriction 

or ban is not in effect. Illegal Fireworks are any devices or components that, when used or 

ignited, project or disburse any metal, glass, or brittle plastic fragments. Cherry bombs, roman 

candles, firecrackers, bottle rockets, shells and rockets, M-80s and M-100s, and helicopters are 

all examples of illegal fireworks. A good rule of thumb: anything that explodes or leaves the 

ground is most likely illegal in Colorado. 

The Penalty for any person who violates the laws pertaining to the sale, possession, and use of 

fireworks commits a class 3 misdemeanor and faces up to $750 in fines, six months in prison, or 

both. It is important for residents check to make sure the area isn’t under a fire ban or fire 

restriction, before they light a fuse, A fire ban can be enacted by the county sheriff and/or the 

U.S Forest Service when there is high risk of wildfire. Even permissible fireworks are prohibited 

when Jefferson County is under a fire restriction or ban. Violating the ban can result in a fine. 

If you are in JeffCo’s vulnerable foothills or mountain communities, please consider the lives 

and property of your neighbors. In 2005, teens playing with fireworks on North Table Mountain 

ignited a 200 acre wildfire that threatened homes and horse barns, and required the services of 

over 100 firefighters. One errant bottle rocket or firecracker is all it takes. 

https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/14-11_update_2003_fireworks_lawsib.pdf
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For more information on fireworks safety, visit our Web site at http://jeffco.us/sheriff/ 

 

City of Lakewood 

Since the early days of the City of Lakewood, it has been unlawful to sell, use, explode or 

possess fireworks for the intent to sale them in the City of Lakewood. By Lakewood City 

ordinance, all fireworks are prohibited. This includes items like sparklers, Roman candles and 

smoke bombs. Fines for illegal fireworks can reach $2,650. 

For additional details concerning what the city’s laws are regarding fireworks visit this link, 

https://library.municode.com/co/lakewood/codes/municipal_code, and entering “fireworks” in 

the search bar. 

5.20.020 - Unlawful to sell or use fireworks.  

Except as provided in Sections 5.20.030 and 5.20.040, it is unlawful in the city for any person to: 

A. Use or explode any fireworks;  

      Or B.  Offer for sale, expose for sale or sell any fireworks;  

      Or C.  Have fireworks in his possession with intent to offer the same for sale. 

(Ord. O-74-38 § 1 (part), 1974). 

 

Other communities that have laws and ordinances in place similar to Lakewood banning all 

fireworks include: Arvada, Boulder, Breckenridge, Broomfield, Colorado Springs, Commerce 

City, Denver, Fort Collins, Golden, Littleton, Thornton, Wheat Ridge, and Windsor.  

 

 

  

http://jeffco.us/sheriff
https://library.municode.com/co/lakewood/codes/municipal_code
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Appendix B 

Statistics 

 

Lakewood Police 

The current fireworks ordinance is enforceable. Further defined “Fireworks means any 

combustible or explosive composition, or any substance or combination of substances, or device 

prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or an audible effect by combustion, explosion, 

deflagration, or detonation, and shall include blank cartridges, toy pistols, toy cannons, toy 

canes, or toy guns in which explosives are used, firecrackers, torpedoes, sky-rockets, roman 

candles, Day-Glo bombs, sparklers, or other devices of like construction and any devices 

containing any explosive or flammable compound, or any tablet or other device containing an 

explosive substance, except that the term “fireworks” shall not include any auto flares, paper 

caps containing not in excess of an average of twenty-five hundredths of a grain of explosive 

content per cap and toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns, or other devices for use of such caps, the sale 

and use of which shall be permitted at all times. The current City of Lakewood Fireworks 

ordinance dates back to 1986 making fireworks illegal within the city limits. The ordinance has 

been updated a few times to reflect changes. Fireworks are illegal throughout the entire City of 

Lakewood, there are no neighborhoods that are immune from the ordinance. 

2020: From June 1st to July 9th, 2020, the City of Lakewood received 1666 calls for service 

related to fireworks: 68 were agent initiated; 1596 were citizen initiated;1520 of these calls were 

for problem natures that include: fireworks, shots fired, shots heard, or Loud Noise/Noise 

Disturbances. The number of tickets written and summonses issued in 2020: 3. Due to budgetary 

constraints the Lakewood Police Department was not able to staff a fireworks enforcement team 

over the Fourth of July holiday in 2020. 

2019: In 2019 the total calls with fireworks mentioned in the CAD details (excluding animal 

calls): 579: 13 were agent initiated and 566 were citizen initiated, 514 of these calls were for 

problem natures that include: fireworks, shots fired, shots heard, or Loud Noise/Noise 

Disturbances Number of summonses issued in 2019: 7 (1 was the result of an agent-initiated call) 

Out of the fireworks tickets from January 1, 2019 to present, it looks like all but 2 cases that have 

pled guilty have paid in full. One of the two that hasn’t paid is on a payment plan, and the other 

will go to collections.  

2018: In 2018 a total of 20 violations were issued for fireworks.  

 

West Metro Fire 

For 2018 and 2019, West Metro Fire Protection District reported no incident type codes of 243 

"Fireworks" into the Colorado Fire Incident Reporting System (CFIRS).  In 2020, they did 

submit 3 Firework incidents into CFIRS. 

Fireworks can ultimately cause many call classifications as detailed in a call list provided by 

WMFD. Several of the classifications that could be used based on what the caller is telling the 

911 dispatcher. If a caller states something like, “my car is on fire because a firework flew under 

it and started it,” the call still goes in as a vehicle fire. In the notes, the dispatcher will notate 

caused by fireworks which the firefighters and police see when they check the additional 

messages on the way to call. Therefore, WMFD would have to go through each call to see what 

was written in the notes to get more detailed information concerning firework calls. 

West Metro Fire was able to provide some specific information about calls from last year and 

statistics for the city.  
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In 2020 there were from July 1-July 4: 

Alarm calls-45 

EMS- 300 

Fire-10 

Public Assists- 36 

Special Ops- 16 
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