
LAMAR STATION PLANNING 
40 WEST ARTS DISTRICT + ARTLINE



LIFE CYCLE OF A PLAN
 Overall community vision plan (Lakewood Comprehensive Plan) 

 Need identified for Special Area Plan 

 Impacted stakeholder group develops Plan (with broad input)

 Plan adopted as Comp Plan amendment (typically…)

 Special Area Plan implemented and community vision becomes reality 

 Additional planning may be needed to ensure long-term sustainability 
and success (especially if new development standards needed)
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West Colfax Avenue

THE STUDY AREA



BACKGROUND + ADOPTED PLANS
 Lakewood Comprehensive Plan 

 West Colfax Avenue Action Plan

 Lamar Street Station Area Plan

 40 West Urban Design and Mobility Concepts Plan

 40 West Placemaking Implementation Plan



LAMAR 
STATION

• Located in historic Two Creeks 
Neighborhood

• Neighborhood walk-up station

• ¼ mile from retail on Colfax 
Avenue,  Rocky Mountain College 
of Art + Design, 40 West Arts 
Gallery and Studios

• Adjacent to new affordable and 
market rate apartment buildings

• Zoned for TOD

• Vision to transform the station 
area into a small-scale, mixed-use 
neighborhood, focusing on arts 
and creative industries



WHY AN ARTS DISTRICT? 

“There is a growing body of evidence that thoughtful investment in arts 

and culture initiatives can generate significant economic benefits for 

cities large and small. Looking at data collected across numerous 

studies, along with the broad array of recent arts and culture plans and 

projects, one will likely conclude that the right strategy and 

implementation approach, whether initiated by the public sector or by 

private interests, can result in significant increases in property values, 

revenues, and jobs.” ULI Report, 2011







 Core area anchored 
by RMCAD, Lamar 
Station, W. Colfax 
Ave

 Mobility 
Improvements

 Streetscapes

 Wayfinding Signage

 Connect the parks 
with an Arts Loop

 Public Art



MOBILITY + STREETSCAPE
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"In creative placemaking, partners from public, private, nonprofit and 

community sectors strategically shape the physical and social character of a 

neighborhood, town, tribe, city or region around arts and cultural activities. 

Creative placemaking animates public and private spaces, rejuvenates 

structures and streetscapes, improves local business viability and public 

safety, and brings diverse people together to celebrate, inspire and be 

inspired.“   2010 Creative Placemaking Report, NEA

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING













ARTS LOOP/PUBLIC ART



OUR TOWN GRANT  

The National Endowment for the Arts Our Town grant 
program helps transform communities into lively, 

beautiful and resilient places with arts at their core.

2016 Stats
Approximately 25% of applicants funded
Awards ranged from $25,000 - $100,000

Lakewood awarded $100,000
Only Our Town Grant in Colorado





















On a rating scale of 1 to 10, with 1 the lowest and 10 the highest, please 
rate your impression of the overall value of the ArtLine to our 

community.



Top 3 events respondents would like 
to attend on the ArtLine in 2019?

1. Parties and pop-up events

2. Helping to create temporary art installations

3. Walking tours







PROJECT RECOGNITION
 CBCA - 2019 Business for the Arts Award

 CODA Magazine – Best Placemaking Project 

 5280 Magazine – 2019 Top of the Town Editor’s Choice 
Award: Best Place to See Art in Denver

 Downtown Colorado, Inc. - 2019 Governor’s Award for 
Downtown in Best Use of Public Space Category

 West Colfax Community Association –2019 Momentum 
Award



NEXT STEPS: 
MAINTENANCE





NEXT STEPS: 
ART











NEXT STEPS:

…..PLANNING





ALEXIS MOORE
PRINCIPAL PLANNER

ALEMOO@LAKEWOOD.ORG
303-987-7503

mailto:alemoo@Lakewood.org
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